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DUTY OF WESTERN AGENTS. 


IN OUR Opinion much depends on the suc- 
cess of the forthcoming convention of the 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LocAL FIRE AGENTS 
at Hartford. It behooves every western local 
agent who can possibly attend to be present 
and swell the enthusiasm. 

Hartford is the seat of some of our most 
prominent, largest and most ably managed 
companies. Its name is a synonym for in- 
surance. The officers of the companies are 
recognized for their strength and _ sagacity. 
They represent large financial interests. 

This is the first convention of the National 
association to be held in the East. The agents 
thus go to the home of New England com- 
pany operations, the center from whence many 
underwriting policies have sprung. 

The companies, not only of New England, 
but elsewhere, will watch this convention. It 
will have a peculiar bearing on the future of 
the agency movement 

If the western interests are strongly repre- 
sented by a high-grade class of local agents 
who are interested and enthusiastic; if the 
proceedings show the dignity, conservatism 
and fair-mindedness of the agency forces; if 
there is a snap, vim and vigor in the discus- 
sions, a strong impression will be left on the 
companies. 

Agents particularly of Hartford companies 
should be there. The round trip rate is a 
fare and one-third on the certificate plan, so 
the expense will not be heavy. 

The West owes it to the National associa- 
tion to send a strong delegation. The annual 
convention has not been held farther east than 
Buffalo. There are large and influential agents 
in the western field who should not show the 
least apathy in the movement. We have been 
accused of supporting heresies and following 
strange gods in the West. This reflection can 
be dispelled by a fine’ representation of west- 
ern local men. The West has a duty to per- 
form in connection with the Hartford conven- 
tion. It should not be left unfulfilled. 





APPLICATION OF THE SCHEDULES. 


Tie application of the schedules is having 
a marked effect in improving the character 
of risks that are rerated under the new sys- 
tem. Property owners are now furnished with 
a statement of the charges that go to make 
up their rates, and often a number of defects 
can Le corrected. Frequently a reduction in 
the a-ea of a division, subject to one fire, the 
segrezation of hazardous processes, or the 
remo:al or protection of exposures will make 
an important reduction in the rate. In paper 
mills, for example, by keeping the rough pa- 
Per, rags and chemicals in a separate house 
cut of from the mill, a large part of the haz- 
ard is removed. 

In packing houses, besides the hazardous 
Processes, there is usually a great area with 





bad exposures, and the only way to reduce 
them is to put in solid firewalls. For this 
purpose concrete walls on steel reinforcing 
rods are much superior to brick, because they 
are entirely fireproof. Fire has been known 
to penetrate a solid brick wall, so that it must 
be of extraordinary thickness to be effective. 

On other risks various hazards increase the 
rate, and many of them can be avoided with a 
little expenditure for improvements. Business 
men who used to think that improvements 
benefited only the insurance companies can 
now be shown how defects reduce companies’ 
income, and they are more ready to spend a 
little money to have them conftcted. The 
tendency of the times, therefore, is to break 
up areas as much as possible, close wall per- 
forations, strengthen division walls and par- 
titions, and to isolate the more hazardous 
processes. 


THE HOME AND STAMPING SYSTEM. 


THE criticism of the stamping secretary 
system by President WAsHBURN of the Home 
in his able address before the Fire UNpeEr- 
WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF THE NORTHWEST is 
in line with the well-known attitude of that 
company. The Home is hostile to having 
dailies pass through any bureau, and _ this 
policy has caused much friction in the effort 
to secure co-operation. 

All must admit that the stamping secretary 
system has its unsatisfactory features, but it 
seems the most desirable plan under existing 
conditions. If all agents and all companies 
were reasonably honest, a stamping secretary 
would be something of a superfluity, although 
his office relieves the home or department 
office of much labor. 

The fact is, however, that there are always 
companies and agents alert for opportunities 
to take advantage. The stamping office be- 
comes, in a sense, the preceptor in an ex- 
amination. The so-termed espionage is chaf- 
ing to the honest, but the dishonest man has 
to be subjected to surveillance. 

There is more uniformity to be gained by 
the stamping system, and this is an advan- 
tage. 

We fail to see the logic of President WAsH- 
BURN’s contention that the stamp clerk is 
autocratic and a dictator to companies. He is 
in the employ of the companies, their servant. 
His duties and mode of procedure are care- 
fully placed before him. He is the representa- 
tive of the companies, whose agents report 
through his office. His work is a sort of 
clearing house and is not intended to make 
puppets of agents and companies. An hon- 
est agent or company need have no fear of a 
stamping secretary. 


ADMITTED IN NO STATE. 

THe WESTERN UNDERWRITER has been re- 
ceiving several inquiries as to the status of 
the Firemens Fire Insurance Company of 
Chicago, located at 220 La Salle street. An 
effort has been made to see the so-called offi- 
cers of this company, but the office seems to 
be locked most of the time. It advertises 
capital of $150,000, surplus of $50,000, and as- 
sets of $200,000. This company is not entered 
in any State, nor is it recognized by the insur- 
ance department at Illinois. Unless a com- 
pany is admitted to its home State no financial 
statement can be verified, as it does not have 
to be made under oath. Local agents run 
their risk in dealing with stock companies 
that are not admitted to their home State. 
This company has a small office, and it is safe 
to say that if its funds are as great as re- 
ported, and are reliable, it would have no 
trouble in being admitted in Illinois. 





Rollins & Burdick of Chicago get the Per- 
petual of Philadelphia for surplus lines. 





GORHAM DANA BECOMES MANAGER. 


Leading Inspector of the Underwriters Bureau 
of New England Will Be Placed in 
Charge November 1. 


Gorham Dana of Boston has been appointed 
manager of the Underwriters Bureau of New 
England, to succeed H. A. Fiske, who goes 
with the Phoenix of Hartford, to take charge 
of the special! hazard department on November 
1. Mr. Dana has been one of the most able 
inspectors of the bureau for the past six or 
seven years and has ranked as the leading 
inspector for the last three years. He is an 
expert in his line, and his friends will be glad 
to learn of his advancement. At the recent 
meeting of the International Fire Protection 
Congress at London he was present as a dele- 
gate and read a paper. Mr. Dana's brother 
Francis Dana, is one of the head examiners 
of the Hartford’s western department. 





JOHN C. NORTH TO BE THE PRESIDENT. 


Will Undoubtedly Be Chosen as the Head of 
the National Association of Local 
Agents. 


President Thomas H. Geer of the National 
Association of Local Agents, announced, when 
he accepted the office at the Louisville conven- 
tion, that he would serve but one term. It is 
stated that Mr. Geer does not desire to assume 
the responsibilities another year, although his 
administration has been most satisfactory, and 
the membership would be glad to have him 
continue. Undoubtedly John C. North of 
New Haven, Conn., first vice-president, will 
be advanced to the presidency. Mr. North is 
a splendid gentleman, and his agency is a 
prominent one, having been established in 
1843. He has been an enthusiastic worker of 
the association and deserves the honor that 
will be given him. 





TRAVELERS’ AGENTS IN CONVENTION. 


Large Attendance at the Company’s Head- 
quarters in Hartford—Some of the 
Veterans Are Present. 


Hartford, Conn., October 7.—Special.—One 
hundred and five agents of the Travelers In- 
surance Company assembled at the company’s 
office yesterday morning informally, and at 10 
o'clock met in convention at the company’s 
new printing department building. President 
S. C. Dunham delivered an address of wel- 
come, followed by general addresses by 
prominent officers, after which the convention 
separated into special divisions for work. 

In the afternoon the delegates were shown 
the city and attended a theater party in the 
evening. To-night a banquet was tendered 
to the agents at Phalanz hall. 

The following honorary guests, veterans of 
the agency force, are present: Major John 
B. Pirtle, Louisville; Horace W. Power, 
Cleveland; M. N. Maclar, Milwaukee; John 
H. Nolan, Chicago; George C. Sawyer, Syra- 
cuse, and George E. D. Moore, Philadelphia, 
all of whom, with the exception of Major 
Pirtle, are still engaged in its services. In- 
surance Commissioner Upson of Connecticut 
is present. 

The convention will close Thursday after- 
noon. Three times as many agents are pres- 
ent on this occasion as there were in the 
January convention. 





GEROW GETS SCOTTISH UNION. 


Wynn C. Gerow of Chicago, Cook county 
special agent of the American of New Jersey, 
has been appointed special agent for the Scot- 
tish Union and National for Indiana and Mich- 
igan. Mr. Gerow will have his headquarters 
in Kalamazoo, Mich. He has made a first-class 
record and will be well received in his new 


field. 
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WISCONSIN AGENTS MEETING 


ANNUAL CONCLAVE HELD THIS WEEK 








Papers Read by John E. Davies, D. L. Gardiner 
and M. M. Patten—Officers Are Elected 
and Delegates Chosen. 





Oshkosh, Wis., October 7.—(Special.)—The 
Wisconsin Local Agents Association held its 
fifth annual convention at the Hotel Athearn 
on Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. 
The meeting was held at Oshkosh in the hope 
that many of the northern towns would be 
represented, but the attendance was somewhat 
smaller than if former years. Interesting ses- 
sions were held, however, and the discussions 
brought out several plans for strengthening 
the organization. 

Present Membership Is Three Hundred. 

The present membership is about three hun- 
dred, but not all members are in good standing. 
There seems to be a feeling among country 
agents that all the good has been accomplished 
as far as they are concerned, and that in future 
only large city agents can be benefited by the 
association. An effort will be made during 
the coming year to get all the agents to co- 
operate in improving conditions in the State. 
‘There is much to be done besides abolishing 
overhead writing, and if all the agents would 
act together in pushing reforms the benefit 
would be felt in the smallest country towns. 

Need Co-operation All Along the Line. 

Last winter the Milwaukee agents, assisted 
by a few single-handed agents from other 
parts of the State, defeated the bill to abolish 
local boards, and if all the agents would use 
their influence, it is certain that some of the 
present obnoxious laws could be_ repealed. 
Heretofore most of the work has been done 
by a few energetic men, who have sacrificed 
much of their private interests for the gen- 
eral good. It is felt, however, that they must 
be backed by the united sentiments of Wis- 
consin agents if the association is to go on 
with its work. 

Lose Sight of a General Movement. 

There has been a general tendency to rely 
on the local boards to control local conditions, 
losing sight of the advantages of a general 
movement. An effort will be made this year to 
work through the boards in strengthening the 
state association. Many agents feel that their 
membership, more or less, will not make much 
difference. If the boards can be induced to 
join in a body, the association will not only 
gain immensely, but the members will feel 
that their influence is worth while. 


Plans for Increasing Membership. 


The plan for a salaried manager to organ- 
ize the State received considerable discussion. 
Several other plans for keeping up interest 
and securing new members were also pro- 
posed. A suggestion was made that some 
active member in each town be authorized to 
collect dues, but the experience of two or three 
delegates who had tried to induce other agents 
in their towns to join, was unfavorable. 

A letter from the National association was 
read, urging that a good delegation be sent 
to the Hartford convention. Wisconsin is en- 
titled to about ten delegates. 


Oshkosh Men Provide Entertainment. 


The Oshkosh local board had an agreeable 
program of entertainments for visiting agents. 
A trolley ride to the Oshkosh Boat Club took 
the place of the Wednesday morning session, 
and a smoker in the evening wound up the 
convention. 

The regular program included the presi- 
dent’s address and a paper by M. M. Patten 
of Milwaukee, at the Tuesday session, and 
papers by J. E. Davies, state agent of the 
Etna, and D. L. Gardiner, special agent of 
the United Underwriters, on Wednesday. 


President Manson’s Address. 


President Manson made a strong address, 
though it was quite brief. He said that the 
first and vital question was how to make the 
association larger and stronger and how to 
get income enough to carry on the work. He 
spoke of different plans for raising revenue, 
mentioning the Arkansas system of graded 
dues, depending on the size of the towns in 
which the agencies are located. 

He referred to the absence of hostile leg- 





islation, and said the association made no 
moves of its own, in order to concentrate 
the agency forces on the defeat of obnoxious 
bills. He advocated more power for local 
agents, and recommended them to educate 
themselves, in order to gain more influence. 
He said that the tendency is for an agent to 
become a mere automaton to write policies 
and collect premiums. He also referred to 
the position taken by the National association 
on preferred business and sole agencies, and 
suggested that the convention reaffirm that 
position. 
Davies and Gardiner Read Papers. 


At the Wednesday afternoon session Mr. 
Davies read his paper on “The Relation of 
the local agent to the special agent.” He was 
followed by Mr. Gardiner, formerly rater for 
the Milwauee Field Club, on modern rating, 
or schedule rating. 

Schedule rating is the question at present 
closest to the local agents, and Mr. Gardiner’s 
paper aroused animated discussion. Nearly 
all the agents present took the floor, and the 


Wednesday session was an enthusiastic suc- 
cess. 


Resolutions Committee Reports. 


The committee on resolutions brought in a 
report recommending the suspension of the 
initation fee for one year, and the increase of 
the annual dues to two dollars, including sub- 
scription to the American Agency Bulletin; 
‘also recommending jthat special and state 
agents be admitted to associate membership 
and reaffirming the national platform on pre- 
ferred business. 

Resolutions were unanimously adopted giv- 
ing unqualified support to right principles and 
opposing bad practices in fire underwriting. 

It was resolved that the officers be requested 
to immediately confer with all the local boards 
and local agents of this state, with the view 
of securing their membership to the state or- 
ganization ,and that the officers be authorized 
to send out a state manager, if the funds will 
permit such expenses. 


Recommend Repeal of Valued Policy Law. 


It was recommended to the next annual 
convention that definite action be taken to- 
wards securing the repeal of the present val- 
ued policy law which is of no benefit to the 
honest insured, and favoring the establishment 
of a state fire marshal law. ; 

Further resolutions were that we reaffirm 
our adherence to the sole agency system and 
the companies that have put such system in 
effect are entitled to our commendation and 
support; that we recommend the American 
Agency Bulletin to be the official paper of 
this association; that we recommend the 
adoption of a rule for the admission of special 
and state agents of Wisconsin, as associate 
members of our association upon the pay- 
ment of the regular dues. 


Officers are Elected. 


The officers elected for the ensuing year 
are as follows: President, Henry Fetzer, Stur- 
geon Bay; vice-presidents, John West, Osh- 
kosh; R. H. Allen, Merrill; J. B. Hume, 
Marshfield; M. Peckham, West Superior; W. 
H. Carpenter, Racine; Frank Hoffman, Mani- 
towoc; W. J. Hickisch, La Crosse; secretary 
and treasurer, M. M. Patten, Milwaukee; ex- 
ecutive committee, Charles Cleophas, Beloit, 
chairman; Frank J. Myers, Milwaukee; D. M. 
Phinny, Merrill; J. N. Manson, Wausau; Au- 
gust Rebhan, Milwaukee; E. S. Baker, Port- 
age; W. C. Roenitz, Sheboygan. 


Delegates are Chosen. 


The following delegates to the Hartford con- 
vention were elected: E. J. Tapping, Milwau- 
kee; J. N. Manson, Wausau, Frank J. Myers, 
Milwaukee; W. H. Hardy, Waukesha; August 
tnebhan, Milwaukee; John West, Oshkosh; 
D. M. Phinney, Merrill; Charles Cleophas, 
Beloit; W. H. Miller, Racine. 

Alternates—W. H. Carpenter, Racine; John 
Stevens, Appleton; A. C. Dana, Fond du Lac; 
C. H. Sunderland, West Superior; Henry Fet- 
zer, Sturgeon Bay; Henry ~ 1d F camer Mil- 
waukee; Frank Ellerfeld, Waukesha; James 
Jenkins, Oshkosh; W. E. Main, Madison; Eu- 
gene K. Ansorge, Green Bay. 





George M. Cobb & Co. of Indianapolis have 
been appointed agents of the National Union 
of Pittsburg. 





PROGRAM FOR THE MEETIN::. 


FEATURES OF INTEREST TO BE GiV°=N. 








National Association of Local Fire Agent: to 
Assemble in Hartford, Conn., in An- 
nual Convention. 





The following is the program for the fo: | 
coming annual convention of the Nationzal 
Association of Local Fire Insurance Agi 
at Hartford, Conn.: 


MONDAY EVENING, OCTOBER IQ. 


= 


ts 


Meeting of presidents of state associaticns 
with national officers and National Executive 
Committee at the Allyn House, 8 p. m. 


MORNING SESSION, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, AT 10 
A. M. 


Address of Welcome by William B. Clark 
of Hartford, Conn., president of the A®ina 
Insurance Company. 

Response by George D. Markham of St. 
Louis, Mo., ex-president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Local Fire Insurance Agents. 

Appointment of convention committees. 

Address of President Thomas H. Geer of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Report of Secretary Frank F. Holmes of 
Chicago, I 

Report of Executive Committee by George 
W. Childrey of Norfolk, Va., chairman. 

Report of Grievance Committee by Merwin 
Jackson of Toledo, O., chairman. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, TUESDAY, 2:30 P. M. 


Report of Organization Committee by 
W. A. Eldridge of Detroit, Mich., chairman. 

Report of Legislation Committee by Emmett 
Rhodes. of Auburn, N. Y., chairman. 

Address, C. H. Woodworth of Buffalo, 
N. Y., ex-president of the National Associa- 
tion. 

Topic: “Times (Change and We Must 
one With Them.” 

Discussion. 

Address, George A. Furness of Boston, 
Mass., president of the New England Insur- 
ance Exchange. 

Topic: “The Exchange and Local Agents; 
the methods of, the application to and the ad- 
vantages to be derived from the contact.” 

Discussion. 

Resolutions. 

Roll call of states. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


Entertainment by the Hartford Board of 
Fire Underwriters and the Connecticut Asso- 
ciation of Local Fire Insurance Agents. 

MORNING SESSION, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2i. 

Convention called to order at 9:30 a. m. 

Miscellaneous business. 

Address, Emmett Rhodes of Auburn, N. Y., 
president of the New York State Association 
of Local Fire Insurance Agents. 

Topic: “Relations of the Local Agent to 
the Company Under the American Agency 
System.” 

Discussion. 

Address, Henry E. Hess of New York 
City, ‘manager of the New York Fire Insur- 
ance Exchange. 

Topic: “How Schedule Rating Helps the 
Local Agent.” 

Discussion. 

Roll call of states. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 


Steamboat excursion on the Connecticut 
river by invitation of the fire insurance com- 
panies having headquarters in Hartiord. 
Boat leaves dock at 12 o'clock, noon; !un- 
cheon will be provided on board; returning 
will arrive about 4:30 p. m. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


Meeting of Nominating Committee. 

Meeting of Resolution Committee. 

Informal gathering of members. 

MORNING SESSION, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 

Convention called to order at 10 a. m 

Conclusion of roll call of states. 

Report of Committee on Nominations. 

Report of Committee on Resolutions and 
Recommendations. 

Election of officers. 

Invitations for next convention. 

Closing business. 

Adjournment. 
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SOME INTERESTING GLEANINGS FROM 
THE COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING. 





it does not seem to discourage Elmer H. 
Dearth in the least to have the insurance com- 
missioners’ convention turn down the gain 


and loss exhibit. He believes in it, and votes 
for it at each annual meeting. This year he 
could only muster two supporters for his plan, 
as indorsed in the report of the rate of in- 
terest and mortality. It was real funny the 
way Mr. Dearth brought out the fact that 
while none of the commissioners will say a 
word in favor of the exhibit on the floor of 
the convention, they all are very glad to get 
the Minnesota report. It is hard to under- 
stand why there should be such antipathy to 
the exhibit on the part of the eastern com- 
missioners, for the opposition has been led 
from the East. It exists, and unless there 
should be in some one year nearly a whole 
new convention, the exhibit is likely to con- 
tinue along with now and then a friend, but 
mostly frowned upon. There is much to be 
said on both sides, but these notes are not 
the place to say for either side. 
* * * 

Commissioner Host of Wisconsin was to 
be seen, for he is a large man, but it was 
rarely that anyone heard him speak. His dif- 
ference of opinion with the officials of the 
Equitable Life, in the matter of surplus dis- 
tribution, has attracted a lot of attention to 
the new official from Wisconsin. He is a nice- 
looking gentleman, who does not impress one 
as being at all bumptious, but, on the con- 
trary, as a man who would do as near right 
as possible. There was not even an echo in 
the hotel corridors of the Wisconsin case. 
There were other matters to talk about, which 
were of pressing moment. One line on the 
new commissioner may be gathered from the 
fact that he supported with his vote both of 
Dearth’s propositions, namely, the gain and 
loss exhibit and use of the fraternal mortality 
table, in place of the Actuaries’ table. This 
rather lines him up with the Fricke school. 

. * * * 

The fraternals are believed to be very well 
Satisfied with the fraternal bill, though some 
of its provisions are complained of. One of 
their leaders told a friend at the convention 
that the commissioners’ bill made more con- 
cessions than he had thought possible to secure 
from the commissioners. Talking with some 
officials since the convention, it seems there 
is considerable being hoped for by being able 
to advertise as a registered rate association. 
It was generally believed, by those who would 
express themselves, that this bill marked a 
ste; in fraternal. evolution which would 
str. ogthen the good ones and kill off the poor 
on. as well as reduce the birth rate of such 
or’ rs. It means the beginning of the move- 
me * which it is hoped will lead to the placing 
of w-cost indemnity with all profit features 
eli' “nated upon a solid basis. There is just 
as uch need for low-cost indemnity as for 
hig’ price investment policies with a life in- 
sur ice annex. 

* * 
question of blanks is always a trouble- 
one for the commissioners. There are 
ma . minds, and each wishes the blank drawn 
acc ding to his line of thought. Last year 


Sol 


the ife and fire blanks were adopted, and 
thi year they came up for smoothing down. 
Th were some rough places in the first trial. 
lhe changes this year were all in this line. 
“a bly the most important was lessening 
he 


‘tail given in the annual reports to the 
que ‘on of rate of interest and such details 


as: -e the public records such value to the 
lene of money, who is looking for someone 
else mortgage to pick up. The commis- 
$101, 


can get this information when he desires 





it, but the general public will have to do with- 
out it. There were several changes in minor 
points, which did not change the general char- 
acter of the blank in the least. The amount 
at risk in the fire blank disappears and there 
is quite an amplification of some items in the 
miscellaneous blank, but this blank is in 
reality changed less than any of the others 
when compared with the form in use before 
the adoption of new blanks last year. The 
miscellaneous blank has been in use for some 
six or seven years. The committee had pre- 
pared a blank making many changes. When 
the full committee got together at Baltimore 
before the convention the new blank was put 
one side and some changes made in the old 
one. This was a case where tinkering was 
better than new work. 
* * * 

The “wildcats,” like the poor, we always 
have with us, but the commissioners, under 
the lead of Commissioner Barry of Michigan, 
took steps which are likely to very materially 
increase the wildcat mortality. This has been 
said before, but this is the first time when 
Congress has been asked to do anything. The 
Postoffiice Department has been asked to act. 
This time it is Congress, and a strong com- 
mittee was appointed to urge upon Congress 
the necessity for denying irresponsible com- 
panies the use of the mails. The plan is sim- 
ple. The company in good standing at home 
will have no trouble. The corporate pariahs 
will, if the movement is successful, have to 
employ special messengers to carry on their 
correspondence. The co-operation of the De- 
partment of Commerce and Labor is expected. 
The state of the wildcat industry in the coun- 
try at large does not vary materially from the 
records of a year’ago. It is officially frowned 
upon, but flourishes notwithstanding this draw- 
back. The States told Mr. Barry what they 
knew of the unauthorized, but the replies only 
emphasized the fact there is probably no line 
of official service so dangerous to the eyesight 
as that of state supervision. 

* * * 


Uniformity in the matter of annual state- 
ments as regards the time when business shall 
close for report purposes was one of the 
suggestions of the committee on laws and leg- 
islation. Now the books appear to close on 
the last day of the year, but in reality they 
remain open quite frequently for a much 
longer period to get in the distant business. 
The committee suggested that books shall 
close December 31, and only include then the 
business in hand at the home office when the 
close of the year arrives. This is an improve- 
ment, for it prevents guessing concerning dis- 
tant points, and keeps the cash book and the 
business written items in harmony. 

* ok x 

A term often heard in talking of state su- 
pervision is that of discretion. It is elastic, 
and commissioners do many things by reason 
of the recognition of their possessing discre- 
tion which they would not otherwise do. 
Chairman Folk of the committee of laws and 
legislation desired an increase of official dis- 
cretion as making for better supervision. 
There are some insurance company officials 
who are of the opinion that this official dis- 
cretion is already too broad a power. You 
choose according to your point of view, while 
the record indicates that the official, like Oliver 
Twist, desires more. 

* * * 

Of course, there was something said about 
examinations. There was a recommendation 
that commissioners be given the right by law 
to accept the examination of the company’s 
home State when they considered it best. This 





right is not possessed by the commissioners 
of some States. Then one of the speakers at 
the banquet had something to say along this 
line. He came as close to the line of lecturing 
his guests as possible, when he scored the 
examinations for profit, knowing as he did 
that the raiders do not, as a rule, attend these 
conventions. It is probable that Mr, Bond 
felt better after he had delivered himself. His 
guests took it in good part because there was 
nothing to do but grin and bear it. They 
were too polite to “sass” back. 
* * x 

They do not do things by halves in Balti- 
more when it comes to the question of enter- 
taining. They began as soon as the commis- 
sioners arrived, and kept it up till the meeting 
was over. James McClellan of the Baltimore 
Underwriter was the leader, and right well he 
did his work. The trip to Annapolis and the 
drive to the County Club were very enjoy- 
able, and one and all the visitors voted Balti- 
more a delightful city to visit. 

x * x 

There is a Dutch maxim about making 
haste slowly. This is the point of view of 
the commissioners in reference to what are 
known as loss reserves of companies doing 
an employers’ liability business. Three States 
have experimented in this subject, Michigan, 
New York and Connecticut. None of these 
experiments have progressed far enough to 
make them a safe basis of a law for governing 
these reserves, so the ‘committee simply re- 
ported progress, with the hope of having 
something more tangible to report another 
year. There is not much likelihood of any- 
thing being ready for another year, as the data 
is not sufficient as yet. The problem is a 
perplexing one and requires wise treatment. 
It cannot be settled offhand without doing an 
injustice to the companies. 

* * * 

The convention alternates between East and 
West, both as regards president and place of 
meeting. This year it was President Vorys 
and Baltimore. Next year it will be President 
Bacon and Indianapolis. There will be a side 
trip to St. Louis, so the commissioners will have 
the opportunity of seeing and doing, both with 
comfort. Auditor Sherrick of Indiana took 
pretty well with his fellow commissioners. 
He knows the political currents of his State, 
for when the wildcat question was up he said 
he thought the Indiana entire delegation would 
support such law when it once came before 
Congress for adoption. He will make a fine 
host, though the pace set by Baltimore cuts 
out a pretty good job for Messrs. Sherrick 
and Martin when the Hoosiers are visited. 
They will be able for the task, but the pace 
is swift. 





DES MOINES COMMITTEE IN CHICAGO. 


A committee of Des Moines local agents was 
in Chicago this week, interviewing managers 
on the situation in their city. Several local 
agents are not members of the club, and their 
companies do not seem inclined to have them 
join. An effort made to induce these 
agents to join pending the decision of the anti- 
compact law, but they evidently are holding 
out until they see the trend of the decision 
The locals want pressure brought to bear on 
the outside men. 


was 





GETS DELAWARE GENERAL AGENCY. 

C. P. Pierson, who has the largest local 
agency in Wilmington, Del., has been ap- 
pointed general agent of the German Union 
of Delaware for that State. The appointment 
was made by the manager of the company, 
Charles Brock-Jones, of Chicago. The Ger- 
man Union is regularly licensed by the Dela- 
ware department. 





We have all varieties of proofs of loss. . 
Our policy registers are modern and conveni 
ent. 
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CHICAGO PREFERRED RATES. 


MANY CLAIMING THEY ARE TOO HIGH. 








Several Companies Are Charged with Paying 
Excess Commissions in Order to Se- 
cure This Class. 





The agitation in union circles as to the re- 
duction of rates on whisky because of the 
profit in that line of business, making it largely 
a preferred class, has brought up the question 
of preferred rates in Chicago and Cook county. 
Although some companies and agents have 
hesitated about making any move in regard 
to reduction of preferred rates in Chicago, 
it cannot be gainsaid that there is a strong 
current of feeling among some of the impor- 
tant interests to put preferred rates on a dif- 
ferent basis than they are now. There are 
many companies that are paying excess com- 
missions to get this business or are appoint- 
ing property owners and other people, who 
control flat buildings or dwellings, as agents. 

Several Companies Are Losing Business. 


Companies that have followed strictly the 
rules of the Chicago Underwriters Association 
have found that their preferred classes are 
gradually diminishing. There seems to be a 
strong element in the board, which has a large 
preferred business, to keep rates where they 
are. They argue that there is no demand for 
the decrease, and policyholders are satisfied 
and that the companies’ income should not be 
reduced. Rates on preferred classes, however, 
are higher in Chicago than in almost any 
other city. The companies that are paying 
excess commissions are getting the business 
through various devious methods, and if the 
business is profitable enough to warrant the 
payment of excess commissions, as seems to 
be the case with the whisky business, it would 
seem no more than justice that the policyhold- 
ers should get the benefit of it. 

Rates Increased on Unprofitable Classes. 


Rates have been increased on the property 
of policyholders other than dwellings to a 
very large extent. Almost everybody has felt 


the effect of the rate advance. It* is right 
that these rates should be advanced, because 
the classes of property were undoubtedly un- 


profitable. If, however, the dwelling class is 
so profitable as to cause companies to pay 
such high commissions, those demanding a 
reduction of rates claim that these rates should 
be reduced for the same reason, from the 
policyholders’ standpoint, that rates on special 
hazards and stocks have been increased from 
the underwriters’ standpoint. 
No Business to Be Preferred. 


While, perhaps, for some years, at least, 
there will necessarily be some classes of busi- 
ness that are preferred, yet the schedule sys- 
tem of rating contemplates having no pre- 
ferred business, and it probably will be well 
for the companies that are losing their pre- 
ferred classes in Chicago to investigate the 
situation and see if something cannot be done 
to remedy the conditions. No one seems to be 
getting the benefit of this business except 
the excess commission companies and agents. 

Views of a Local Agent. 


One of the local agents of Chicago says, re- 
garding preferred business: 

“The local agents in Chicago, who consti- 
tute the large proportion of the business ele- 
ment, are very ‘sore’ about the way the pre- 
ferred business is handled. There are over 
one thousand so-called class three agents. 
These agents receive nominally 25 per cent on 








AGENCY FOR SALE. 


A general insurance agency in good 
county seat town of 4,000 population, in 
Ohio Desire to sell by November 1, 1903. 

Address V. W. X., care THE WEST- 
ERN UNDERWRITER Co., Cincinnati, 0: 














their business, but in many ‘cases get more, 
and the Cook county special agent, so-called, 
is often a solicitor who has a considerable 
amount of business of his own which he puts 
into the company at a high rate of commis- 
sion, and then he gets an overriding commis- 
sion over what his fifty, sixty or hundred 
agents may get. 


Amounts to a Rate-Cut. 


“The instances where these high commis- 
sions are not given to a greater or less extent 
to the assured are rare. It amounts practically 
to a rate-cutting profession, and this has di- 
verted this large class of business from the 
legitimate channels to these one thousand or 
more so-called agents. Many of them write 
but little business. Of course, there are some 
legitimate ones, but they get large commis- 
sions, and it is the most common thing in 
the world for a so-called Cook county class 
three agent to also handle a loan for a party 
building a flat building and to give the bor- 
rower of the money not only one-half of the 
commissions that he is supposed to charge 
him for securing the loan, but the bulk of the 
commission he gets for placing the fire in- 
surance. In some cases he places the loan 
free of charge to the borrower, except the 
insurance, where the loan: amounts to any- 
thing. 

Operations of a Large Real Estate Pirm. 


“There is a large real estate firm in Chicago 
whose insurance business for years has been 
a source of great annoyance to the agents. 
One or two companies have made considerable 
loans through this firm. They say that they 
do not receive commissions on their business, 
but it is a singular fact that it all goes to a 
few offices, and they are so anxious to get it 
that they make it a condition to all prospective 
borrowers that they must place the insurance 
or else they will not make the loan. 


Rates in Chicago Are Very High. 


“The rates on dwellings, flats and small 
stores are very high, probably higher than any 
city in the Union, and the factor that keeps 
them up is the big commissions that some 
agencies get. There is hardly a lawyer, real 
estate agent or loan agent of Chicago who is 
not receiving 25 per cent commission on the 
loan of such insurance business as he can 
control. In my opinion, the best way to do 
is to cut the rate right straight in two on this 
class. Some wise men say that that will not 
reduce the commissions, but I think it will. 
These enormous rates are offered to companies 
as inducements for high commissions, and if 
they were not offered to companies they would 
not pay the commissions.” 





WASHBURN’S STAND CAUSES COPIMENT 





Home Will Not Report Through Any New 
Stamping Secretaries—May Retire from 
Present Bureaus. 





The declaration of President Washburn of 
the Home, that the company will agree to 
report through no stamping secretaries that 
will be appointed in the future, will have an 
important bearing in territory where stamping 
secretaries are proposed. President Washburn 
came out strongly against the stamping sec- 
retary system in his address before the Fire 
Underwriters Association of the Northwest. 

He criticised it very strongly, and seems now 
prepared to back up his stand by refusing to 
co-operate with the stamping system. He 
stated that if crowded, the company might in- 
struct its agents, who are now reporting 
through stamping secretaries, to cease doing 
so. 

The subject of the Home reporting through 
these secretaries has come up recently in IIli- 
nois in two or three instances and has caused 
considerable dissatisfaction. The main trouble 
with the attitude of the Home will be the 
refusal of nonunion companies to co-operate 
with the Home outside. Some of the Union 
special agents also express themselves as being 
unwilling to grant the Home any special privi- 
leges. 





Shipman & Wayne, the well-known local 
agents in Chicago, have been appointed Cook 
county and Chicago managers of the Virginia 
State, which is just entering Illinois, 





AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


CLASS 3 MEN TO MEET. 








The Cook County Association of Record- 
ing Fire Insurance Agents, which includes the 
suburban agents, will hold a meeting in thx 
rooms of the Chicago Underwriters Associa- 
tion, October 13, at 2 p. m. It is understood 
that the matter of holding a banquet will be 
brought up as a means of stimulating interest 
in the membership. 

The following appears in the current issuc 
of the Cook County Insurance Agents Journal : 

“Several of the large companies in Cook 
county have under consideration a proposition 
to be offered the Cook County Association oi 
Recording Fire Insurance Agents in reference 
to the control of business in district No. 2. 
The feeling among these companies is that the 
class three agents should control every bit 
of business in their territory, and they stand 
ready to form a combination to that end. In 
all probability such a proposition will be 
offered at the next quarterly meeting of the 
association, and should it then be offered it 
will undoubtedly occupy a prominent place in 
the deliberations of that meeting. 

“Should recording agents be restricted to 
certain districts in Cook county? If they can 
control a risk, why should they not be allowed 
to write a policy in their own agency without 
reference to where the property is located in 
the county? Let’s have your views, agents. 
Evanston, Oak Park, Maywood, LaGrange, 
Blue Island, Harvey, Chicago Heights agents 
and those located in other towns outside of 
Chicago city limits, whose local fire depart- 
ment receives the benefit of the 2 per cent tax 
on premiums written through their local agen- 
cies, should make it clear to owners who are 
in the habit of having their insurance written 
by Chicago agents, that by so doing they re 
duce the revenue of the local departments 
from whom they expect protection. Let them 
give their insurance to their local agents, and 
in so doing support their own fire department.” 


++ ++ 
LITIGATION WITH LLOYDS. 


Some of the Lloyds have gotten into litiga- 
tion over losses in Chicago which will be 
watched with interest. The International Salt 
Company sued some of the Lloyds in justices 
courts, securing a judgment against Tennant’s 
Fire Underwriters, which denied liability on 
the ground that the warranty clause had been 
violated, in that the warranty company was 
not on the risk at the time of the fire. The 
American Fire Underwriters won its case in 
which the salt company was the plaintiff on 
the defense that the property burned was on 
leased ground, which was not shown in the 
application. The Fulton Market Company has 
sued some of the Lloyds, which denied lia- 
bility on the ground that the premium was 
not paid when the fire occurred, and hence 
the policies were not in force. Another ground 
for defense is that a quantity of ammonia was 
stored in direct violation of the policy con 
tract. 

+ ++ 
UNION COMMITTEES ARE NAMED. 


President Blackwelder has reappointed th: 
committees of the Union serving last term a 
follows: 

Arbitration Committee—C. H. Barry, Penn 


sylvania, chairman; C. L. Andrews, Detro: 
F. & M.; J. M. DeCamp, L & LL. & G.; J. | 


McDonald, Connecticut; J. M. Neuburge: 
Atlas. ; ? 
Bulletin Committee—T. W. Eustis, Man 


chester, chairman; G. W. Hayes, Western; ‘ 
W. Higley, Hanover; Marshall & McElhon 
Firemans Fund; S. A. Rothermel, Trader- 

Committee on Fire Protection Engineering— 
H. C. Eddy, Commercial Union, chairman; ¢ 
H. Barry, Pennsylvania; Belden & Bush, Fir 
Association; Eugene Cary, German-American 
A. J. Harding, Springfield; J. M. Neuburge: 
Atlas. 

Conference Committee—Law _Brothe: 
Royal. chairmen; C. D. Dunlop, Providen 
Washington; Keeker & Gallagher, Etna; J. . 
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Purcell, Sun; S. E. Waggoner, Citizens of 
Missouri. 

Governing Committee—Belden & Bush, Fire 
Association; Eugene Cary, German-American ; 
Cofran & Bissell, Hartford; M. F. Driscoll, 
Pheenix of England; C. D. Dunlop, Providence 
Washington; A. J. Harding, Springfield; 
Keeler & Gallagher, tna; J. Lenehan, 
Phenix of New York; G. H. Lermit, North- 
ern; P. D. McGregor, Queen; W. S. Warren, 
L& LL. &G. 

Grievance Committee—Law Brothers, Royal, 
chairmen; G. T. Cram, American Central; H. 
C. Eddy, Commercial Union; T. W. Eustis, 
Manchester; F. S. James, National. 

Large Cities Committee—W. J. Littlejohn, 
N. B. & M., chairman; J. M. DeCamp, L. & 
L. & G.; G. W. Hayes, Western; F. S. James, 
National; Law Brothers, Royal; J. H. Lene- 
han, Phenix; J. H. Washburn, Home. 

Membership Committee—Witkowsky & Af- 
feld, Hamburg-Bremen, chairmen; Martin Col- 
lins, Fire Association; C. E. Dox, London & 
Lancashire; M. F. Driscoll, Phoenix of Lon- 
don; J. M. Hare, Norwich Union; C. W. Hig- 
ley, Hanover; R. H. Wass, Franklin. 

P. D. McGregor, who has served on the 
committee for two years and was its efficient 
chairman during the last term, declines to 
serve on the committee again, although the 
membership hopes to persuade him to serve. 
It is stated Mr. Lermit will be chosen chair- 
man. 

++ ++ 
TO ENLARGE THE LIBRARY. 

The library committee of the Fire Under- 
writers Association of the Northwest will 
soon meet to take up the work of extending 
the library, as decided upon at the recent 
convention. The association appropriated 
$1,500 toward the library, and it is likely that 
an effort will be made to secure from $10,000 
to $15,000 from the companies. The library 
will be moved into more suitable quarters and 
a librarian placed in charge. The first work 
to be done will be to get the present volumes 
of the library catalogued and see what the 
association has. The committee has great 
hopes for developing this feature of the asso- 
ciation. The committee -consists of W. L. 
King of the Queen, chairman; A. F. Dean 
of the Springfield, W. R. Townley of the 
Western and British America, H. T. Lamey 
of the Western and British America at Den- 
ver, and T. H. Smith, the adjuster. 

++ ++ 


UNION AND WHISKY RATES. 

The governing committee of the Union has 
not yet taken up the recommendation passed 
at the recent session of that body to the 
effect that whisky rates be reduced 50 yer 
cent on the basis rate. The Union as a body 
has no power to pass on rates on special 
classes, this being in charge of the governing 
committee. Hence the recent legislation at 
the union meeting was merely a recommenda- 
tion for the governing committee to take up 
later. It is likely that the committee will 
grant this recommendation, although several 
protests have been filed against it. Notwith- 
standing that no action has been taken, most 
o! the nonunion companies are now writing 
the business at the 50 per cent cut. This 
action will probably force the governing com- 
mittee to follow out the recommendation of 
the Union. The nonunion companies are 
losing no time in holding their lines at the 
new rates. 





). L. Hewitt, associate general agent of the 
Phoenix of London and Providence-Washing- 
ton for the Pacific coast, becomes a member 
the firm of Palache & Hewitt, Pacific coast 
agers of the Hartford. He is a brother- 
aw of Alfred Stillman. 


( 
r 
i" 








BLOTTERS. 


We are furnishing the insurance trade 
vith both small and desk blotters of a 
‘uperior grade. They furnish a splendid 
medium for advertising. Send for prices. 
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UNDERWRITING IN MICHIGAN 


H. P. VERNOR IS ELECTED PRESIDENT. 








Annual Meeting of the Michigan Association 
of Local Fire Agents Is Held 
in Detroit. 


At the annual meeting of the Michigan Lo- 
cal Agents Association, held in Detroit, Tues- 
day,.the following officers were elected: 


President—H. R. Vernor, Detroit. 

First Vice-President—E. Vantuyl, Bay City. 

Second Vice-President—F. N. Fish, Port 
Huron. 

, Third Vice-President—Charles Russell, Cad- 
illac. 

Fourth Vice-President—W. 
Grand Rapids. 

Secretary and Treasurer—W. 
Detroit. 

Delegates to the National convention—Fred 
Guenther, Hiram Vernor, Robert Hartenstein, 
Cullen Brown, W. A. Eldridge and H. 
Cornell, Detroit; H. Wright, Port Huron; 
J. M. Crosby, Grand Rapids; S. R. Birchard, 
West Bay City; E. Vantuyl, Bay City; G. 
A. Dyer, Lansing. 


C. Shippard, 
A. Eldridge, 





MICHIGAN FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 


American, N. J.—I. V. Partridge, Allegan. 

Continental—G, A. Lacure, Clio: J. W. Epton, 
Henderson; Ches. Dorman, St. Charles; Harry 
George, Vassar. 

Caledonian—W. C. Hull, Lansing. 

Commercial Union, Eng.—S. G. Toof (succeed- 
ing L. D. Hill), Decatur: G. E. Cornell, Niles. 

Equitable—Hanson & Wickham, Hart; McCune 
& Smith, Petoskey. 

German, Ill.—M. H. Hoisington, Adrian; M. B. 
Moore, Allegan. 

Glens Falls—E. D. 
Mertens, Detroit. 

Northern, Eng.—H. E. Harrison, Vassar. 

Northwestern National—F. H. Williams, 





Hutton, Detroit; Gustay 


Alle- 





John W. Bailey, Leslie. 


T’russian National—David Armit, Laurium. 


Sea Lake—C. E. Russell, Cadillac: J. A. 
Stephenson, Menominee: L. A. Guenin, Saginaw. 
Security, Conn.—I. V. Partridge, Allegan; J. 


Holcomb, Coral; B. L. Kenyon, Freeport; F. T. 
Sinclair, Port Austin: O. O. Turner, liga. 


United Firemens—J. E. Jones, Menominee. 
Westchester—S. E. Rider, Bangor. 
++ ++ 


ELECTRICAL CONDITIONS IN ALLEGAN. 

Considerable complaint has been made re- 
cently of electrical conditions at Allegan, so 
much so that some companies thought seri- 
ously of canceling out of the city. Inspector 
Benallack of the Michigan Insurance Bu- 
reau went to Allegan and pointed out many 
defects. The superintendent of the electrical 
lighting plant at first seemed to be indifferent 
about making improvements, but reports now 
are that several defects have been remedied, 
and there is a disposition to make other im- 
provements. The town has been rerated and 
charges have been made for defective elec- 
tric light wiring, so it will be to the interest 
of the assured to have these defects remedied. 
Report has it that the local agents were block- 
ing improvements by claiming that the de- 
fects were magnified. However, with charges 
being made for these defects, it is likely that 
the assured will want to get lower rates. 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


G. A. Ramsdell has opened an agency at 
Vicksburg. 


Contracts have been let for building two 
new fire stations at Battle Creek, at a total 
cost of about $15,000. 


Charles Hale has retired from the agency 
of Hale & Monroe at Traverse City. 
Monroe will continue the business. 


The. Fire Underwriters Club of Grand 
Rapids will hereafter hold its monthly meet- 
ings in the Board of Trade rooms. 


W. D. Smith, former solicitor in the agency 
of C. A. Wright at Hancock, has skipped the 
town, leaving behind, it is .said, many cred- 
itors. 


The village of Boyne Falls has organized 
a fire department and has secured a new 
hand fire engine and 500 feet of hose. Several 
cisterns have been placed in the business sec- 


tion and arrangements have been made with 
one of the mills for a serviceable pump dur- 
ing fires. A few months ago 20 houses were 
destroyed there, owing to lack of fire protec- 
tion. 


J. B. Tallman, special agent of the Man- 
chester Assurance in Michigan and Indiana, 
has moved his family from Minneapolis to 
Grand Rapids. 


A fire originating from a gasoline stove 
destroyed five business places in Quincy,: Sep- 
tember 29, causing a loss of $22,000, with 
small insurance. The fire department of 
Coldwater was called. 


The common council of Ludington has ap- 
pointed a fire warden at salary of $12.50 per 
month, whose duty will be to look after de- 
fective chimneys, dangerous ash heaps or any- 
thing likely to cause fires. 


The citizens of West Hancock are asking 
for better fire protection. A second station 
is needed, as the distance is too great and 
the grade too heavy to admit of effective 
covering of this territory now. 


W. G. McCune of Petoskey, who purchased 
the fire insurance business of A. F. Young at 
Charlevoix, has placed the agency in charge 
of Harry Bowen. Mr. McCune is secretary 
of the Petoskey Board of Trade and will 
retain his residence there. 


The Burrell Chemical Company has in- 
stalled at its Manistique plant a pump with ca- 
pacity of two million gallons per day, also 
14 hydrants, with hose sufficient to reach any 
part of the plant. The company has suffered 
from destructive fires in the past. 





WITH THE INDIANA AGENTS. 











INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Allemannia—Charles FE. Whicker, 
City; Edgar I. Winters, Hartford City. 
Buffalo German—Anthony J. Hassmer, 
renceburg. 
Continental—N. R. Chalfant, 
Eldridge, Middlebury. 
Greenwich—John 8S. Jack, Peru. 
Massachusetts Mutual—Leonard  YV. 
Terre Haute. 
Ohio Farmers-—James A. Downard, Danville 
Royal—Chas. D. Davidson, Whiting. 
Allemannia—John A. Molter, Plymouth; Oscar 
Jay, Goshen. 
American, Newark 
mony; 8S. B. Sharp, 
Abingdon; Smith & 
Dearwin, Elnora. 
Continental—W. L. McCampbell, Middletown ; 
James H. Mock, Kentland; Lewis W. Sexton, Wol- 
cott; Chas. M. Walker, Tippecanoe. 
Delaware—Thomas M. Brinkworth, Bedford. 
Firemans Fund—L. H. Blanton, Indianapolis ; 
R. G. Eastman, Marion. 
Firemens, Newark—Eugene Miller. Rushville. 
German American—S. C. Lumbard & Co., Fort 
Wayne. 


Columbia 
Law- 


Bluffton; H. 0. 





Barbre, 





Har- 
Fender, 
Johnson & 


L. W. Wilson, New 
Bellmore; John F. 
White, Hobart ; 








German American—L. L. Wilson, Parker; R. 
N, Due Bourbon; Peter B. Monical, Bed- 
ford. 

Germania—Nicar & Geltz, South Bend. 





Glens Falls—C. G. Heckenlively, Angola; Tim- 
a & Co., Batesville; T. M. Bunkworth, Bed- 
ord. 

Greenwich——Peter B. Monical, Bedford. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—Robert E. Moore, Irving- 
ton. 

Norwich Union—William L. Newbold, Rushville. 

National Union—James W. Maxey, Plymouth ; 
Geo. M. Cobb & Co., Indianapolis. 

Ohio Farmers—Charles R. Riley, Middletown. 

Providence Washington—O. A. Covert, Frank- 
lin; Skinner & Wider, Elkhart; Barnhart & 
Lantzenhiser, North Manchester. 

Phenix, Brooklyn—J. W. Hamilton, Eaton; Co- 





lumbus Brockenbrough, Lafayette; John L. Cra- 
vens. Linton; Henry O. Eldridge, Middlebury ; 
L. H. Karns, Parker; Dell Kessler, Rochester ; 


0. 8. Harrison, Rosedale; Wm. G. Erick, Spencer- 
ville; C. E. Jones, West Lebanon; J. E. Smith, 
Atwood; J. D. Thomas, Bourbon: G. W. Gordon, 
Cosperville; 8S. J. Burgener, Donaldson; J. D. 
Arvine, Etna Green; A. J. Uncopher, Grovertown ; 
T. H. Derrin, Hamilton; J. E. Ballon, Huntertown ; 
J. S. Wyatt, La Otts; John Trachsee, Larvill; 
W. A. Williams, Rome City; A. W. Taylor, Still 
well; Jerry Brandenberry. 

Queen—The Danville Trust Company. Sanville. 

Reliance—Thomas Jones, Seymour; Thomas M. 
Brinkworth, Bedford. 

Royal—Peter B. Monical, Bedford. 

Security. New Haven—J. . Weida, Moran; 
R. E. Huffman, Walton; W. B. Wolf, Oaktown: 
G. W. Fisher, Cynthiana; J. W. Brown, Star City. 

Springfield F, & M.—Jira Skinner, Kentland; 
Michael Young. Dugger: Nathan R. Chenoweth, 
Winchester: Edward C. Brewer, Frankfort; Sarah 
S. Bryant, Hebron; William A. Craig, Linton; H. 
Lukens & Son, Alexandria; Albert BE. Coen, Mecca ; 
Combs & Burge, Jasonville. 

Teutonia, Dayton—Orlando Elliott, 
ville. 

Western Assurance—John 8S. Jack, Peru. 
Western Underwriters—T. Cope, Danville. 


Conners- 





The American Central of St. Louis has ap- 
plied for admission to the Hawaiian Islands. 
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QHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


WANT PORE EFFECTIVE CO-OPERATION 








Chio Field Club Makes a Move to Have Joint 
Conference Committee with the Ohio 
League. 





The Ohio Field Club held its regular meet- 
ing October 3 at Columbus,. with a large at- 
tendance. President A. C. Sanderson read 
his annual report, which contained a number 
of recommendations for action by the club. 
This report, which included a recommendation 
that the time of meeting be changed so that 
a greater number of the members might find 
the time more convenient, was referred to a 
committee for action, a report to be made at 
the next meeting. 

The following resolution was then read and 
adopted : 

“Resolved, That the president of the Ohio 
Field Club is hereby authorized to appoint 
two members of the club to act with him for 
the purpose of securing co-operation with the 
Ohio League, through a conference commit- 
tee. 

“Resolved, That said committee is hereby 
authorized to make such agreement of co- 
operation as in their judgment may bring best 
results and be fair and just between the two 
organizations, so long as same is not contrary 
to any of the statutes of the State of Ohio, re- 
lating to the subject of fire insurance, same 
to be submitted to this club at its next regu- 
lar meeting for adoption. 

“Resolved, That the secretary of this club 
be and is hereby instructed to submit to the 
president and secretary of the Ohio League a 
copy of these resolutions, requesting that a 
like committee be nominated for the purpose 
of a conference with this committee in the 
city of Columbus between this date and No- 
vember I, 1903.” 

This committee was constituted as follows: 
H. J. Shreffler of the Hartford, L. J. Bonar 
ot the Insurance Company of North America, 
and Cyrus Woodbury of the Queen. 

The following officers were unanimously 
elected: H. J. Shreffler of the Hartford, pres- 
ident; H. M. Gibbs of the Western, vice- 
president; W. C. Daniel of the Northern, 
secretary and treasurer. 

A rising vote of thanks for their services 
was tendered the retiring president, Sander- 
son, and secretary, Rowland, both of whom 
absolutely refused to be candidates for re- 
election. 

In renominating Mr. Gibbs for the office of 
vice-president quite a bouquet of roses was 
thrown, as the orator stated that “on account 
of his long and faithful service in office, as a 
reward ‘for his arduous labors, and as a mark 
of appreciation, he be presented,” etc. Nomi- 
nations were thereupon declared closed and 
the popular Mr. Gibbs was declared elected 
to succeed himself for the third time. Gibbs 
made a soul-stirring speech, which marks him 
as one of Ohio’s most delightful orators. 





ADOPTS THE NEW RULES. 

The Cleveland Exchange, at its meeting 
Thursday, voted to amend its rules in the 
manner stated in these columns last week, in 
order that the Home might join. The local 
agents at Cleveland will be very waa to get 
the Home in the fold. 

++ ++ 
BAD LOSS AT SPRINGFIELD. 


The Wickham-Chapman fire, on September 
26, has cut another big hole in the profits 
from Springfield business. Indeed, for a good 
many companies the showing has been on the 
wrong side for several years. This makes the 
third disastrous fire in about nineteen months. 
The Wickham-Chapman plant has been con- 
sidered right along a very bad risk, and it 
was predicted that when a fire once got a 
good start everything would go. It consisted 
of a lot of one-story (with one exception) 
frame buildings, built on piecemeal as_ in- 
crease of business demanded. The plant was 





started about fifteen years ago with one small 
building and had grown to be the largest 
manufactory of piano plates in the world. 
Forty per cent of the plates used in the 
United States were made by this firm, which, 
while it waxed rich, never improved in any 
appreciable way the fire risk by substitution 
of brick or fireproof building. Some minor 
improvements were under way at the time of 
the fire, being made in an effort to get more 
insurance. The general form under which 
the insurance was carried called for $60,000, 
but .in reality there was little over two- 
thirds of that amount ($43,500) at the 
date of burning. What was on was not 
very stable, cancellations being very fre- 
quent. Most of this was placed through the 
J. S. Elliott Company, the Home leading with 
a $3,500 policy. The Barnett agency was well 
represented. Several of the smaller agencies 
were represented through brokerage. The 
loss will be total, except the portion covering 
patterns, these being mostly saved. The 
company claims its loss will reach $100,000. 
The adjusters will meet on the 8th. The 
Wickham-Chapman Company has leased the 
American Radiator Company’s plant on West 
Main street, which had been shut down in- 
definitely, and will at once resume operations. 
Work will be begun soon on a new plant on 
the site of the old one, but it goes without 
saying that a different class of buildings will 
go up this time. The new buildings will be 
strictly up to date and as near fireproof as it 
is possible to make them. 
a+ +t 


AGENCY CHANGE AT CLARKSBURG. 


At Clarksburg, W. Va., the agency of Hal 


M. Rapp & Co., consisting of Hal M. Rapp, 
William H. Lewis and Ed. B. Denison, has 
been sold to Mr. Rapp, A. F. Dennison and 
R. W. Willison. The old name will be con- 
tinued. Messrs. Lewis and Denison are bank- 
ers, and too much engaged with the affairs 
of the bank to give insurance any further at- 
tention. Dennison and Willison are real estate 
men in the city. 
++ ++ 
MINOR SPRINGFIELD MATTERS. 

Peter Lothschuetz, the local representative 
of the Teutonia of Dayton, who recently dis- 
posed of his saloon, has re-embarked in the 
saloon business. He has fitted up a fine place, 
which he aptly calls the “Teutonia Bar” and 
advertises also as headquarters for his insur- 
ance business. 

Squire Harraman, of Harraman & Welty, 
has little time these days to give to his in- 
surance business, as, in addition to his court 
business, he has been acting coroner for the 
past month or two, the coroner being ill. He 
is making such a model coroner that the dear 
people may insist on his taking up the job 
permanently at the end of the present incum- 
bent’s term. 

Leroy E. Miller has opened up a downtown 
office at 24 Limestone street. He has recently 
secured a second agency of the Germania, 
giving him four companies. The others are 
the German of Indiana, National of Pennsyl- 
vania and German of West Virginia. 

++ ++ 
RATE-CUTTING IS CHARGED. 

Port Clinton, O., is organized thoroughly 
in the Ottawa county branch of the Ohio 
Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents. 
When it is said that the town is thoroughly 
organized it must be understood that all the 
agents belong to the association and live up 
tu its rules. However, some of the Toledo 
agents seem to think this town is a promising 
missionary field, as within the past ten days, 
it is said, H. J. Rohrs, of the firm of Shovar 
& Rohrs, East Toledo, has written two brick 
buildings in Port Clinton at a cut rate. The 
companies represented by this firm are: 
United States, National of Pennsylvania and 





Farmers & Merchants. The risks complained 
of are the Odd Fellows Temple Company, 
rated at $1.70 per year, said to be insured in 
each of the companies named for $2,000 at a 
rate of $2,20, and a risk written in the name 
of Gertrude Helberg and F. W. Camper, rated 
at $1.50 per year, but said to be insured in 
each of the companies named for $2,000 at a 
rate of 2 per cent for three years. It seems 
that certain companies have contracted a habit 
of creating trouble by going into organized 
districts and cutting rates. It is broadly 
hinted that consequences may ensue if this is 


not stopped. 
+t 


OHIO FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 


Agricultural—William A. Oren, East Liverpool. 

Continental—William A. Oren, East Liverpool ; 
Harry M. Finley, McConnelsville. 

Federal, N. J.—M. J. Roche, Youngstown. 

Fire Assn.—Chas. T. Gallaher, Sabina. 

Firemans Fund—c. F. Rannells & Son, Troy. 

German, Ill.—Jas. W. Lawhead, Dayton. 

German American—Geo. W. Walker, Roseville; 
Philip Schuler, Galion; Ralph P. Glosser, Crest- 
line; Adolph Billhardt, Jr., Upper Sandusky. 

Germania—Jesse F. Thompson, ae. 

Globe & Rutgers—E. H. Coe, Dayto: 

Hartford—Worthington C. Lewis, Wecltiingten : 
Shaffer & Briggs, Grove City; Hoe Brothers, West 
Jefferson; William H. Wyant, Akron; Basset L. 
Peters, North Baltimore. 

Home F. & M.—C. B. Metcalf, Findlay. 

Lafayette—Ira A. Richards, Lorain; Frank 8. 
=e +e ye 

& L. & G.—Philip Schuler, Galion. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—E. Lawrence, Greenville. 

National, Conn.—John T. Kirkwood, Cleveland. 

National Union—Vernon B. Arnold, Wapa- 
koneta. 

Northwestern National—Nolan & Costello, De- 
fiance; Gabriel Dirr, Cincinnati. 

Norwich Union—C. C. and E. A. Layman, 
Woodville;’ Ladd & Stump, Bradner; Rees & 
Spitzer, Pemberville ; Geo. A. Klahr, Sycamore. 

Orient—Oliver J. Astry, Salem. 

Pelican—Thomas V. Thompson, East Liverpool : 
W. L. Reed, Portsmouth. 

Phenix—Will R. Lewis, Lebanon; O. J. Astry, 
Salem; Ben D. Higgins, Sidney. 

Queen—H. U. G. Weaver, Roseville. 

Royal—Chas. Hickox, Cleveland; Jos. DB. 
Leonard, Bucyrus. 

Springfield—Edward M. Costello, Cincinnati ; 
Seiden A. Reed, Oberlin. 

Western, Ont.—Roscius E. Griswold, Elyria. 

Western Underwriters—Stewart & Leonard, 
Norwalk; Samuel R. Burky, Alliance. 


++ ++ 
SITUATION AT WAUSEON. 

The local agents at Wauseon state that they 
are’ getting tariff rates on about 75 per. cent 
of the business, and on the rest they do not 
desire to get tariff, for the reason that the 
rates are too high. Each agency seems to 
be. renewing its own business, and all appear 
to be friendly with each other. The agents 
seem to have the situation under control. 

++ +t 
CONTRACT THE FIRE LIMITS. 

The city council of Cleveland, Ohio, passed 
an ordinance August 31 contracting the fire 
limits by cutting out Pearl street between Wal- 
worth run and Clark avenue. This was done 
in spite of the recommendation of the board 
of public safety, which was to the effect thai 
the fire limits should be extended rather than 
contracted, and that the precedent thus estab 
lished would be bad, as the same demand 
would be made in other sections of the city. 

++ ++ 
CALLED ATTENTION TO DEFECTS. 

The recent fire at Springfield, O., whicl 
resulted in: the destruction of the Wickham, 
Chapman & Co.’s plant, showed the wisdor 
of some of the companies who canceled off, i: 
accordance with the report’ of the Ohio In 
spection Bureau. This report, which wa 
made April 1, 1903, called attention to th 
defects which so strongly made themselv« 
manifest September 26. Attention was calle 
to the following points: 


“Japan, bronze and filler drying ovens n 
cut off; wood floors and lack of adequate clea 
ance from woodwork; wooden bronze kil: 
in and adjoining building ; cupola with woc 
charging deck and scant clearance. to ove 
head woodwork; gas heating stoves withoi 
flues; wood-sheathed ceilings, creating co! 
cealed cock lofts, with hot-air heating pip« 
and gas burners close to same; forge witho: 
hood and flue; Japan painting inside buildin: : 
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no detached oil house; absence of watch 
cock; unprotected wood ceilings over gas 
jets; poor cleanliness in parts of risk.” 
+e ++ 
SUN MUTUAL’S NEW HOME. 

The Sun Mutual of Cincinnati moved 
into its new building at the corner of Thir- 
teenth and Bremen streets on the first of 
October. The building is a five-story struc- 
ture, 79 by 57 fect in dimensions. The com- 
pany will occupy the corner room on the 
ground floor, the upper floors being let as 
flats. In its new quarters the company will 
be nearer the center of its business than it 
has been, and will also be near the German 
Mutual, with which its relations are quite 
close. These two companies and the Cincin- 
nati Equitable have nearly thirty millions of 
dollars of insurance in force on Cincinnati 
property. 

+e a+ 
TOWNS BEEN RERATED. 

Manager Sellers of the Ohio Inspection Bu- 
reau states that but fifty of the 170 water- 
works towns in Ohio have been rerated since 
the 25 per cent advance went into effect. Of 
this number, fifteen towns have been inspected 
and rate books for the same will be issued 
within a short time. In addition to these 
towns, a large number of the fifth and sixth 
class towns have been rated. The bureau is 
making an effort to complete the rerating of 
all water-works towns by the end of the year. 

+e ++ 
DUKE CLAIMS PREJUDICE OF COURT. 

John K. Duke, the indicted secretary of the 
Royal Building & Loan Association of Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, filed twelve affidavits on the 
afternoon of the 2d, avering that Judge Mil- 
ner is prejudiced and biased against him and 
in favor of the state. For this reason a fair 
and impartial trial, it is claimed, cannot be 
obtained. Mr. Duke has as yet made no plea 
to the indictments against him. On the 3d 
Mr. Duke’s attorneys made a motion to quash 
the indictments found against their client on 
the grounds that the recent grand jury was 
illegally impaneled. This question will be de- 
cided Monday, the 5th. 

++ ++ 

SECURITY OF BALTIMORE’S OHIO BUSINESS. 

The Security of Baltimore has so far ap- 
pointed but one agent in Ohio, F. W. Purmort 
oi Van Wert. In reply to a question as to the 
kind of business the company would transact 
Ohio, Mr. Purmort writes: “I do not know 
hat is the intention of the Security of Balti- 
ire in regard to its business in the State of 
thio. I believe, however, that the company 
»ects to do a general surplus line business 

| reinsurance business.” 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


Y. B. Maxon & Co. secure the sole agency 
the Citizens of Missouri for Cleveland. 


he Board of Public Safety of Youngstown 


ommends the purchase of two more fire 
gines, 


John Carr and J. E. Wilhelm have formed 


partnership to operate a local agency in 
liance. 


‘he Indemnity has transferred from Brouse 


Hollinger to the Bruner-Goodhue-Cooke 
impany at Akron. 


|. E. Wilhelm of Alliance has taken a part- 
t, John Carr, and they have moved their 
‘nee to the Crist block. 


Some of the agents at Delaware are pro- 
suing against the Orient going into the office 
W. J. Davis, a non-boarder. 


there have been two or three fires lately in 
Jhio in lime kilns, due to new processes be- 
§ introduced in slacking the lime, 


he elevator at Carrol, O., belonging to 
undy & Sons, burned October 4, with a 





$10,000 loss, and the insurance, amounting to 
$5,000, divided as follows: New York Under- 
writers, $1,000; British America, $2,000; Fire 
Association, $2,000. 


C. J. Hodges of Wauseon, accompanied by 
his family, has gone to New Smyrna, Fla., for 
a few months’ sojourn for his health. 


Harris Creech, of the firm of Creech, Os- 
wald & Co. of Cleveland, will, on October 7, 
wed Miss Pope, a young lady residing near 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


At Grafton, W. Va., Clyde A. Cole, a banker 
and insurance agent, has sold a half interest 
in his agency to Attorney Wilcoxon. The 
agency will be known as Wilcoxon & Co. 


Cliff S. Young has entered the insurance 
business at Lancaster. His only company so 
far is the Philadelphia Casualty. but he ex- 
pects to get a fire company or two as soon as 
possible. 


It is reported that Everett F. Martin, pur- 
porting to be a solicitor for Lorenzo Burge, 
Hays & Co. of Boston, Mass., is soliciting in- 
surance in Columbus, O., the insurance being 
placed in the Atlas Mutual of Boston. The 
company is unlicensed, but it is attempting 
to place a heavy line in Columbus. 


Charles S. Cock, manager of the Insurance 
Agency Company of Canton, has been ap- 
pointed district agent of the Springfield Un- 
derwriters Mutual for Stark, Wayne, Summit, 
Portage, Trumbull, Mahoning, Columbiana, 
Carroll, Tuscarawas and Holmes counties. 
He will appoint all agents in this territory. 


Laurence, the 18-year-old son of Special 
Agent A. C. Speed of the American Central at 
Toledo, is seriously ill with typhoid fever. 
This disease is rendered more grave from the 
fact that about three weeks since the young 
man narrowly escaped an attack of pneumonia, 
and had only been up a few days prior to the 
present attack. 


The Imperial Insurance Company has 
brought suit in the United States court at 
Cincinnati to bar other creditors of W. W. 
Thomas from asserting a lien on any of the 
property of Thomas, against whom the Im- 
perial recently secured judgment. Thomas 
has been missing for some time, and a number 
of creditors want his property. 


The Ohio Inspection Bureau has issued 
rate books on Wheeling, Mannington, Ronce- 
verte and Adamston, W. Va., and Conneaut, 
O., during the past week. The book on 
Wheeling is the largest the bureau has ever 
issued, containing 802 pages and 9,865 rates. 
No town report has as yet been issued,. this 
being delayed pending the completion of some 
improvements being under way in the fire and 
waterworks departments. 





FIRE LOSSES ARE GIVEN. 

The Journal of Commerce says: 

“The fire loss in the United States and Can- 
ada ‘for the month of September, as compiled 
from our carefully kept records, shows a total 
of $9,939.450. The following comparative table 
shows the losses for the first nine months of 
I90I, 1902 and 1903: 

January...$ 16,574,950 $ 15,032,800 $ 13,166,350 


February.. 15,992,000 21,010,500 16,090,800 
March 15,036,250 12,056,600 9,907,650 
co ae 11,352,800 13,894,600 13,549,000 
ee 22,380,150 14,866,000 16,366,800 
Jume...... 9,590,000 10,245,250 14,684,350 
} Lee 15,740,000 10,028,000 12,838,600 
August.... 8,334,000 7,425,550 8,428,350 
September... 7,645,200 9,945,000 9,939,450 





Totals. ..$120,645,350 $114,504,400 $114,971,650 

“September usually is a particularly profit- 
able month for fire underwriters, but this year 
large risks were burned, and, as a rule, were 
fully insured. The fires were quite frequent 
and the net result to the insurance companies 
is not as satisfactory as September profits usu- 
Ally are.” 





WANT ACTION AGAINST GERMANIA. 

At the Michigan agents meeting this week 
the delegates: to the national convention 
were instructed to prepare a protest against 
the Germania’s non-board operations at De- 
troit and ask the association to take action. 
‘the following chairmen of committees were 
chosen: Executive—Thomas Reilly, Detroit; 
Grievance—J. M. Crosby, Grand Rapids; Leg- 
islative—G. ‘A. Dyer, Lansing. 





FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


WILL DISCUSS MULTIPLE AGENCIES. 








Question Will Come Up Before the Milwaukee 
Board in the Annual Report of Presi- 
dent Rebhan. 


In his annual report to the Milwaukee Board 
of Underwriters, to be presented at the regular 
meeting next Wednesday, President Rebhan, 
‘among other important topics, will discuss the 
question of multiple agencies. Heretofore the 
board has not attempted to deal with this 
question, but President Rebhan will take the 
matter up, and some action may be taken. 
The evil is extensive in Milwaukee, some com- 
panies having as many as ten or twelve agen- 
cies. There has been a voluntary movement 
on part of some companies toward sole agen- 
cies, and it is thought that now is a favorable 
time for securing similar action from other 
companies. With the board in its present good 
shape, it ought to be able to handle this ques- 
tion, or at least secure a limitation of agencies. 





WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


ZZtna—J. E. Fencel, Bangor: James P. McLean 
and W. C. Ribenack, Menomonie. 

Allemannia—Fred W. Robers, Milwaukee. 

American, N. J.—E. 8S. Pattison, Durand; R.G. 
Roberts, Randolph; H. A. Tagatz, Beaver. 

American, Pa.—Fred L. Janes, Evansville. 

British American,. N. Y.—Charles Mertle, 
Marshfield. 

Citizens, Mo.—William O. Kelm, Portage. 

Concordia—John A. Love and Don Van Wart, 
Beloit. 

Continental—Edward Sommers, Shawano; G. A. 
Zuehlke, Hortonville; James F. Denica, Janesville ; 
George B. Gray, Fond du Lac. 

Dubuque F. & M.—L. P. Moen, Stevens Point ; 
Earl M. Pease, Richland Center. 

German, Freeport—W. G. Braun, Neenah. 

German, Peoria—Leonard J. Brehm, Burling- 
ton; Edward F. Wieman, Watertown; Charles M. 
MeMillen and Clarence G. Utter, Whitewater. 

German American—David G. Jones, Randolph ; 
William Moser, Rubicon; C. A. Worthing, Oak- 
field. 

Greenwich—William H. Graebner, Milwaukee. 











Home, N. Y.—William H. Fordyce and Alfred 
L. Weisbrod, Park Falls; William C. Ribenack 
and James P. McLean, Menomonie; Willis R. 


Hoard, Sharon; Robert Neuenschwander, Athens: 
James E. Litel, Albany; Martin M. Terrill, Shioc 
ton; Fordyce R. Melvin, Brooklyn. 
, Home F. & M.—Minnie EK. Breitzman, Fond du 
ac. 
State of Ill—Elmer A. Morse and Leslie I. 
Tradewell, Antigo: George H. and Frank M. 
Guernsey, Clintonville. 
Lafayette—Theodore Herfurth, Sr., Theo 
dore Herfurth, Jr., Madison. 
Lumbermens—Don Van Wart; Beloit. 4 
Mechanics—Don Van Wart, Beloit. 
Milwaukee—Anna M. and Albert J. Ericksen, 
Kewaunee; Paul Kanneberg, Butternut; Asa K. 
Owen, Phillips; McKenzie Andrews, Colby. 
Northwestern ~National—S. W. Brown, West Sa- 
lem; James P. Litel, Albany; G. W. Davies, North 
Freedom. 
Security—Edw. C. Johnson, Black Earth. 
Western Underwriters—John Wergiti, Madison. 


++ ++ 
SUPREMACY OF OSHKOSH. 

Oshkosh is practically the second town of 
Wisconsin, although La Crosse is given a 
couple of hundred larger population by the 
last census. It is an old town, some of the 
brick and stone blocks bearing dates as far 
back as the sixties. It is beautifully situated 
in the heart of the famous water country of 
Wisconsin, and light-draft boats can sail from 
its docks to Montreal or New Orleans. Its 
peculiar name is used all over the country as 
a synonym for backwoods, but it is really 
quite a metropolis—a sort «i working base for 
all the northern part of the State. Practically 
all the business blocks are brick or stone, and 
the banks, state and national, seem innumer- 
able. Its importance in business way is 
well indicated by the fact that its fire insur- 
ance premiums amount to over $200,000 a 
year. This is remarkably good for a town of 
30,000 inhabitants, and is explained by the 
number of woodworkers located there. Osh- 
kosh is the sash, door and blind metropolis 
of the world. 


and 





The International Insurance Advisory Cor- 
poration, with a capital stock of $500,000, has 
been incérporated under the Delaware Jaw by 
Pennsylvania parties. 
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STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


COMPLICATIONS ARISE AT DANVILLE. 








Two Local Agencies Refuse to Report Through 
the Recently Appointed Stamping Sec- 
retary, Mr. Lloyd. 





Considerable interest has arisen at Danville 
over the refusal of two agencies to report 
through the new stamping secretary that was 
chosen by the local agents. R. E. Lloyd was 
selected to fill this place, as the Illinois State 
Board asked the local agents to secure a 
man. Louis Platt & Son notified the other 
lecal agents that while they regarded Lloyd 
as a good man, yet he was a politician and 
they did not think he would fill the place. It 
is understood, however, that Platt & Son will 
recede from their position. Another office 
that holds out is C. V. McClenathen, who 
represents the Orient and the Sun. Some of 
the special agents will be in Danville this week 
endeavoring to straighten out the situation. 





ILLINOIS AGENTS TO MEET. 

President Charles P. Whitney, of the IlIli- 
nois Association of Local Agents, has called 
a meeting of that body for October 13, at 3 
p- m., in the rooms of the Chicago Under- 
writers Association. This meeting will be 
the annual one, at which officers will be 
elected and also delegates to the national 
convention. It is hoped that the agents in the 
State will be well represented at this meeting. 

++ ++ 
TO HAVE A STAMP NG SECRETARY. 

The local agents of Champaign and Urbana 
were requested by the Illinois State Board to 
recommend some one for stamping secretary, 
as a bureau will be established there. Miss 
Dora Baker, formerly a clerk in the Sperry 
agency, has been selected. Champaign has 
long needed a stamping secretary. 

++ ++ 
AGENCY CHANGE AT BELVIDERE. 

The agency of P. R. Kennedy of Belvidere 
passes into the hands of Merrill & Johnson. 
It is the largest agency in Boone county. Ed- 
ward Merrill hasbeen cc..cected with the of- 
fice ior some time. Frank Johnson is an alder- 
man at Belvidere. 

++ ++ 
CONDITS STILL ARE OUT. 

Special agents who have visited Beards- 
town report that the two Condit agencies are 
not sending their dailies through the stamping 
secretary. It was supposed that Beardstown 
was straightened out. One Condit agency is 
Union and the other nonunion. It is stated 
that the union companies have instructed that 
their dailies be sent through the stamping sec- 
retary, but seemingly these instructions have 
not been carried out. 

++ ++ 
TO RATE SOUTHERN TOWNS. 

State Agent French, of the Springfield, has 
appointed a committee, of which he is chair- 
man, to rate some of the small towns in 
Southern Illinois, in the neighborhood of 
Cairo and Mound City. There are a number 
of these little burgs which are difficult to 
reach and this committee will take them in 
charge. 

++ ++ 
WESTCHESTER GAINS ITS SUIT. 

The Westchester gained its suit in the 
justice court at Waukegan against the West- 
ern Coal and Dock Company. The coal com- 
pany had its dock insured, but not the coal. 
Fire started in the coal by spontaneous com- 
bustion and buried for a number of weeks. 
In order to get at the fire 20,000 tons of coal 
were moved. The company claimed that the 





insurance companies should pay for this mov- 
ing, as they moved the uninsured coal to save 
the dock. The companies declined to pay and 
it went into an appraisal, resulting in an 
award of $2,400. The coal company refused 
to accept the award, claiming $10,000 and 
brought suit. Since this suit was filed against 
the Westchester, suit has been begun in the 
Circuit Court against nineteen other compa- 
nies on the same grounds. 
++ ++ 
OFFICERS ELECTED AT PARIS. 

At a meeting of the Paris insurance agents 
the following were elected as officers of the 
local board: E. S. Russell, president; William 
B. Sheriff, vice-president; Mrs. Celia Wood- 
bridge, secretary and treasurer; Messrs. Tan- 
ner, Shepherd and Beckett, executive commit- 
tee, Mrs. Celia Woodbridge still holding the 
office as stamping secretary. - 

++ ++ 
WANT WATSEKA RERATED. 

Local agents at Watseka are very desirous 
of having their town rated. It lies midway 
between Milford and Momence, both of which 
have been given attention. Watseka has all 
union agencies but one. A. D Harroun is 
the secretary of the local board. Agents re- 
port no trouble as to rates. The fire depart- 
mentof Watseka has been praised very highly 
for its ability in handling the courthouse fire 
a short time ago. Most of the business in 
Watseka is of the preferred class. 

++ ++ 
RATES AT CHAMPAIGN. 

The local agents of Champaign are still in 
the dark as to the insurance on the cold stor- 
age plant there. It is supposed to be placed 
outside at a cut rate. The owners are very 
reticent about the placement of the line. The 
tariff is $1.50, but it is presumed it is being 
carried now for about $1: The Robson store 
is also placed at a cut rate. There are various 
charges of rebating at Champaign. 

++ ++ 


ATTENDS TO SUB-AGENCY WORK. 

Walter B. Tobias of Peoria, who was ap- 
pointed special agent of the Citizens of Mis- 
souri, is working under State Agent Fargo, 
and is looking after the sub-agency branch. 
The Citizens has built up quite a small town 
business in Illinois, which needs personal cul- 
tivation. 





ILLINOIS NOTES. 


Eagleton & Whiteside get the agency of the 
Svea at Champaign. 


C. F. Yeakel has opened an agency at Alton, 
representing the Orient. 


W. H. Pellington, special agent of the 
Home in Illinois, has removed to Decatur from 
Sharon, Wis. 


Mr. Hansel, of Hansel & Wittick, of Pe- 
oria, who has been ill for several weeks, is 
again able to be out. 


The committee from the [Illinois State 
Board and Illinois Field Club visited Effing- 
ham this week to get agents in line who 
were writing at the old tariff and refused to 
send their dailies through the stamping secre- 
tary. 


John Brown, who has been in the postoffice 
at Rockford, and his son, Bert, have pur- 
chased the local agency of Miss Vera M. 
Crotty of Rockford. The office has been 
moved to offices over Schmauss Company’s 
east side market. 





TIT. VERNON’S GENERAL AGENTS. 

Tobin & Tobin, managers of the Seaboard 
Fire Underwriters Association, have been ap- 
pointed New York general agents of the re- 
organized Mount Vernon Fire. The company 


recently decided to increase its capital to 
$100,000 and its surplus to $50,000. The com- 
pany will write chiefly surplus lines. 





BROCK-JONES AND THE KANSAS ISSUE. 





Correspondence Between Superintendent Lu!-. 
ing of the State Insurance Department 
and the Chicago Broker. 





Charles Brock-Jones, the Chicago broke: 
has run afoul of Superintendent Luling of t! 
Kansas insurance department, who threater 
to prosecute agents who handle the Broci:- 
Jones policies. The superintendent sent th» 
following letter to Mr. Brock-Jones: 

“The attention of this department has been 
called to the fact that you are making effort 
to place fire insurance in this State in com 


panies not authorized to do business under 
the laws of this State. Now I desire to call 
your attention to the laws relative to fire 
insurance, which I enclose you under separate 
cover, and to state further that I shall prose- 
cute to the fullest extent of the law any 
agent that I find endeavoring to place any in- 
surance with you. I have no objections to any 
legitimate fire insurance company or its agent 
doing business in this State, provided they 
comply with the Kansas laws, and, as far as 
it lies in my power as insurance commissioner, 
I will certainly see that they do so.” 

lo this Mr. Brock-Jones replied as follows: 

“In reply will say it is not our purpose to 
violate the laws of your State nor come in 
conflict with your authority, which you say 
wil be exercised against any agent endeavor- 
ing to place insurance with us. We believe 
that you will admit that a number of citizens 
of your State are in the same predicament as 
the citizens of every other State in the Union, 
of being unable to obtain sufficient insurance 
through the facilities offered locally, thereby 
necessitating outside assistance. 

“That more or less of this business has been 
done for years cannot be gainsaid, and to our 
minds will continue to be done as long as 
similar conditions prevail. As you must know, 
the right of the assured to procure insurance 
wherever deemed advisable cannot be denied, 
and having such right there is nothing to 
prevent him delegating authority to someone 
to do what he has a legal right to do himself. 
Now our purpose is to offer insurable inter- 
ests, needing outside assistance, an opportunity 
to get good indemnity through reliable sources, 
and it occurs to us any exercise of your au- 
thority that would try to prevent this must 
be against such interests, and, to that ex- 
tent, misplaced. Nor would it overcome the 
right of the citizen to deal direct with the 
companies, which in doing the same care 
might be exercised as regards indemnity as 
would be done in dealing through reliable 
agents. 

“We claim we are doing business legiti- 
mately and are settling all our obligations 
promptly and fairly under the terms and con- 
ditions of our policies; and, as must be ob- 
vious, the only right of our existence and 
others to continue is the demand for what 
we have to offer. We are very well aware 
that there are many unscrupulous agents and 
institutions seeking business with no intention 
of meeting their just obligations, and the 
wrong committed by them in a measure casts 
reflections on all such business, although there 
nre others whose intentions are perfectly honest. 

“The demand for outside facilities has been 
so great in this State that a law has been 
passed giving the right to agents and brokers 
to. procure outside insurance upon affidavit 
that insurance could not be obtained in home 
companies. We mention this merely as an 
evidence of the necessity for the citizens of 
your State to have the assistance that we are 
able to give. We have not had time to go 
through the laws of the State governing in- 
surance, and therefore ask if you have any 
suggestions to offer in the line of this com- 
munication.” 





DEVELOPING THE FIELD. 

Charles B. Gilbert, formerly western m2n- 
ager of the Lancashire, is having considera!)!e 
success with the United Underwriters Agency. 
The United Underwriters is now operating in 
Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan, «14 
is getting a fine class of business. The pre- 
mium recepits for the first eight months of 
1903 reached the mark that had been set “or 
the year. 
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LIFE INSURANCE CIRCLES. 


MODIFIED LIFE INSURANCE RESERVES. 








Actuary McClintock Thinks Net Valuation 
Should Stand Preliminary Term and Reg- 
ular Reserve Companies Should 
Be Separated. 


Since the presentation of the proposition be- 
fore the International Congress of Actuaries 
to modify life insurance reserves by allowing 
for favorable mortality during the earlier 
years, the matter has been discussed with 
more detail. Actuary McClintock of the Mu- 
tual Life was reported to have commended 
this plan in unequivocable terms. Since then 
Mr. McClintock has outlined his position on 
the matter more fully, as follows: 


“T should favor a change of the law so as 
to permit individual companies to hold re- 
serves under this new system, provided the 
full net value were made up, as indicated in 
Mr. Moir’s paper, after five years from the 
date of each policy. The object of this change, 
of course, would be to give young and strug- 
gling companies a chance. Companies hold- 
ing the full net reserve from the beginning of 
each policy should be carefully distinguished 
in the official reports from these taking ad- 
vantage of the more lenient system, and 
comparisons of surplus, strength, etc., between 
companies holding reserves on the two differ- 
ent systems should be forbidden by law. 

“Theoretically speaking, if life insurance 
were a new thing, Mr. Dawson’s system of 
valuation would, so far as I can see, be suf- 
ficient and satisfactory. We do not, however, 
live in a world of theory. Life insurance is 
now an old and great institution, with the 
net system almost vitally a part of it. The 
actuarial profession and the public are accus- 
tomed to it, and there is much to be said 
for the suspicion with which departures from 
it are generally regarded. There is this par- 
ticularly to be said, that the net system is in 
force, and is widely understood, while varia- 
tions have to make their way and are not 
likely to find general acceptance except after 
long delay and with much opposition. In 
this state of affairs, if variations are once 
begun, a whole brood of unwholesome varia- 
tions may arise to trouble us. It is always 
safe to adhere to tried and sound standards, 
for company purposes, whatever the law may 
allow,’ 





TAYLOR HAS TAKEN CHARGE. 

J. A. Taylor has now taken charge of the 
Chicago office of the Bankers Life of New 
York in the Tribune building. He will devote 
himself entirely to the city. Mr. Taylor was 
one of the organizers of the company in its 
old form, but later came west, realizing the 
advantages in this section. He knows life 
insurance by heart and will make a drive for 


Chicago business. 
++ ++ 
LIFE APPOINTMENTS. 
OHIO. 

®tna—Edward Purpus, New Bremen ; 
LBeckloff, [uron. 

Equitable, Ia.—E. R. 

—— Mutual—Cc. 
Pool, 

Hartford—H. J. Gallagher, 
Leadbetter. Hillsboro; D. E. Smith, Cincinnati. 
Home—Perry D. Luke, Canton. 

John Hancock—Thomas C. Jamison, Washing- 
on C. H.; Snyder & Abele, Ironton. 
Manhattan—C. J. Kile, Painesville. 

Mass. Mutual—J. A. M. Sexton, Toledo; 
". Hutson, Cincinnati: Wild & Middleton, 

Michigan Mutual—Geo. F. 
ati; W. J. Broome, Toledo ; 
anton. 

Mutual, 


Adam P. 


Gaylord, Dayton. 
E. Stevenson, East Liver- 


Cleveland; David 


Albert 
Akron. 
Steinkamp, Cincin- 
Jos. F. Rebillot, 


N. Y.—P. R. Wolfe, Lancaster: H. B. 
azzard, Cleveland. 
John 


_ Mutual Benefit—John F. Penn, Rockford; 


ee. Dayton; William A. Crowe, Chilli- 
rhe, 
New York—Henry Wildern. Cleveland: Chas. 
i me Cincinnati; J. B. Riblet, Loudon- 
Pittsburg Life & Trust—F. z Colwell and 
hn W. Wynant, Urbana: Dr. B. Hunt, St. 


‘iris; Geo. Seaman and W. H. Arerara: Spring- 
tld; E. C. Miller, New Carlisle; Jos. Darling, 
‘olumbiana; F. C. Long, Xenia; Cc Ricking, 
‘ ©. Rouse, Chas. Seip, C. H. Cary, O. MeNulty, 

R. Miller, J. Richards, E. Winters and 5 

issner, Cincinnati: J. A. Flanagan, Troy; D. H. 
‘cater, Piqua: D. H. Fairchild, B. L. Davis, 8. 
i. Sheok, J. C. Ewing, D. J. Redding, Clement 








L. Lukey, J. M. Bachelor and A. L. Martin, Day- 
ton; SS. Gingery, Weston; Carl Krehbiel and 
Leeper A. Brown, Cleveland. 

Provident Life & Trust—Robert J. Schledorn, 
Cincinnati. 

State, Ind.—W. H. Whitacre, Morrow. 

Travelers—Etna A. Lawrence, Westerville; 
Lawrence H. Oerter, Canal Dover; Frederick J. 
Vigor, Carey; Edwin D. Bowdler, East Liverpool. 


WISCONSIN. 
Bankers, Des Moines—W. F. Levings, Oshkosh. 
Conservative—Paul C. Coelln, J. M. Deutch, 


Milwaukee. 

Manhattan—Henry A. Verges, Milwaukee. 

New York Life—Peter R. Johnson, Mt. Morris; 
R. E. Helms, Endeavor. 


Northwestern Mutual—William Frank, Jr., 
Milwaukee; Frank J. Kohlman, Corliss. 

Pacific Mutual—David E. Judson, George J. 
Hanson, Milwaukee; Richard Kiel, Kiel. 

Penn Mutual—E. J. Rooney, Baraboo. 


Prudential—Mrs. G. J. Koppke, 
Welton Judd, Milwaukee. 
Security Trust & Life—James D. Brown, 
cine ; George O. Kellog, Elkhorn. 
MICHIGAN. 


Federal Life—C. H. Beck, Detroit. 

Illinois Life—John Nighswander, Grand Rapids ; 
Kingsley Evarts, ew Rapids; Jas. W. McCul- 
lough. Grand Rapids ; B. C. Kutts, Rockford. 

John Hancock Mutuai—¢. M. Sayles, Sault Ste. 
Marie. 

Massachusetts Mutual—Belle Bond, Jackson; 
N. V. Ream, Ovid: * E. ree, Port Huron. 

National Life, U. T. Willett, Detroit ; 
M. N. Petit, Port aoe Se : Helen Perry, Reed City. 

Security Mutual—Frederick Penderel, Knee 

Sun Life, Canada—Scott Smith, Bad Axe; R. C. 
Bennett, Brown City; Wesley Schlichter, Brown 
City ; J. F. Seeley, Caro; John Hooper, Caro; J. E. 
Selfe, Jackson; W. B. Hobbs, Minden City; Albert 
Kaumeier, Port Huron; Bessie Fullwood, Port 
Huron; Geo. Potter, Port Huron; Emma E. Bent- 
ley, Yale; W. H. Ballentine, Yale. 

INDIANA. 


Hartford Life—John R. Boyd and Michael F. 
Isgrigg, Fortville; Press W. James, Louisville, 


Ky. 
National Life, U. S. A.—D. E. 
L. T. Smalley, Frankfort ; 


Baraboo; G. 


Ra- 





Sturgis, Fowler ; 
E. McCracken, Frank- 


fort; Jos. F. Cach, Muncie. 
New York ife—James F. Scull, Rochester ; 
Leonard R. Schrader, Columbia City; Ralph H. 


Footberg, Dublin. 
— Mutual Life—Chas. H. 
end. 
4tna Life—O. J. D. Elder, 

Louis C. Pratsman, Vevay. 
— Life Blanchard T. Boicourt, Indian- 

apolis. 

Mass. Mutual—Albert Kalbfleisch, Kokomo. 
New York Life—Lewis D. Hughes, La Grange. 


French, South 


Lawrenceburg : 


— Mutual—Robert L. Paddock, Jr., Indian- 
apolis. 
Prudential—V. G. Glass, Fort Wayne; Ralph E. 


Herbert, Montpelier; William D. Little, Bluffton ; 
Chris Stineman, Peru; John H. Schneider ; 
Hammond; Nicholas J. Schmidt. Hammond; D. 
M. Swinehart, Rochester; W. H. Conger, 
mouth; Charles W. O’Brien, Tipton: Chas. E. 
Christman, Marion; John J. Heilman, Muncie; 
Clarence M. Lowes and Arthur C. Lynn, Ander- 
son: Zelmer R. McKeever, Matthews: Claud L. 
McMahon, Muncie: William McWilliams, Usher 
McCain and Claude A. Powell, Terre Haute; 
Elihu M. Roberts, Hartford City: John H. Shet- 
terly, Elwood: Walter C. Swinehart, Terre Haute: 
Chas. C. Thompson, Kokomo: Wm. G. Batchelor, 
Farmland: De Forrest Druley, Winchester; Na- 
thaniel Imel, Union City; Wm. F. Kerehnow. Wm. 
O. Miller and Edward Schubert, South Bend; 
Isaac K. Taylor, Greenfield. 

Security Mutual Life—Charles R. Riley, Middle- 
town. 


++ ae 
““TALK WITH WARD.’’ 

The well-known sign will become even bet- 
ter known to Cleveland people, as Mr. Ward 
proposes to increase his street car advertising. 
He now has a pretty good agency plant in 
his territory and expects for some time to 
put forth most of his efforts to increase the 
State Mutual’s business in Cleveland. The 
splendid growth of the Ohio general agency 
of the State Mutual is shown in the new bus- 
iness of the first nine months of the past two 
and present year. In 1901 the new business 
to October 1 was $594,500; same period in 
1902, $812,000; to September 26, 1903, $1,- 
128,000. 

++ ++ 
NATIONAL LIFE AND BONDS. 

At the agency meeting of the National of 

Vermont it was announced that 47% per cent 








THE REASON THAT 


Security Mutual Life has shown the 

largest increase in business, is because of 

the liberal contract it is making agents. 
Direct contracts—perpetual renewals. 

For agencies in Ohio, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee and West Virginia apply to 
Wa. Boswett, 

Agency Director, Cincinnati. 














of the company’s new business for this year 
is on the “investment insurance trust bond” 
form. As that form was only issued in 
August of last year, it shows a remarkable 
change in the class of business written. In 
some agencies the percentage of bonds issued 
is much in excess of the average for the com- 
pany at largé. In Indiana and Ohio almost, 
or quite three-fourths of the business writ- 
ten by the company consists of bonds, while 
fifteen months ago the percentage of 20-pay- 
ment life policies was that much or more. 





FURTHER PROURESS IN THAYER CASE. 


Judge Hammond of Boston Gives Decision 
Concerning the Demurrer Filed by the 
Claimants’ Attorney. 


Further progress in the Thayer life insur- 
ance case at “Boston has occurred through the 
decision of Judge Hammond of the Supreme 
Court, concerning the demurrer filed by the 
attorney for the Thayer claimants. The an- 
swer of the John Hancock to the suit filed 
against it was an allegation of suicide, mis- 
representation in the application, failure to 
file satisfactory proof of death, concealment 
of facts material to the acceptance of the risk 
and conspiracy to defraud. Counsel Anderson 
or Mrs. Thayer demurred to all of these 
charges except that of suicide, and asked that 
they be stricken from the answer, if not that 
further specifications be filed by the defense. 
These contentions were argued by the oppos- 
ing counsel before Judge Hammond last Fri- 
day and the judge’s decision rendered Mon- 
day. 

Judge Hammond allows the defense to set 
up the allegation of misrepresentation in the 
application and unsatisfactory proofs of death, 
but orders that a specification of particulars 
be filed in these cases within ten days. Upon 
the question of concealment of material facts 
and conspiracy the demurrer is sustained and 
the defense ruled out upon these points on the 
ground that they were badly pleaded. This 
leaves a possible loophole for the defense to 
present a repleading, which would bring up 
the issues desired in the final trial. This may 
not be done, however, if the defense feels 
sure that the facts affecting conspiracy and 
concealment, which are material to its inten- 
tion on the ground of suicide, can be admitted 
under that head. 

As the case now stands it will go to trial 
before a jury on the defense of suicide, mis- 
representation in the application and unsatis- 
factory proofs of death, although any facts 
bearing upon the motive were suicide will 
unquestionably be admissible. The progress 
of this case is being watched with interest 
by all life’ insurance men, the preliminary 
legal struggle as well as the final trial of the 
case. The counsel for the Thayer claimants 
brought two suits—one in Suffolk and another 
in Middlesex county. At the request of the 
defendant company Judge Hammond has set 
aside the Middlesex suit so that the trial of 
the case will come up in Suffolk at the spring 
session. 





WILL ENTER NEW STATES. 

The Mutual Life of Illinois has opened a 
southwestern department, 
Kansas, Indian Territory, Oklahoma and Col- 
orado, which fields it will now enter. Tier- 
nan and Stout of Fort Scott, Kan., formerly 
with the Provident Savings Life, will be the 
managers. 


covering Missouri, 


++ ++ 
GREAT NORTHERN LIFE’S PLANS. 

The Great Northern Life of Chicago, which 
was organized two years ago under the as- 
sessment laws, now has a little over $1,000,000 
of insurance in force. The company charges 
old-line rates and writes both ordinary and 
industrial policies. It operates only in Illinois 
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at present, but will probably enter other States 
after the first of the year. It attempted last 
spring to enter Minnesota, but Commissioner 
Dearth held that if it charged old-line rates 
it must put up an old-line reserve, and the 
company was not in shape to do this. It ex- 
pects to have its next statement in a satis- 
factory shape, when it will enter several other 
States. 





CONVENTION TO BE HELD NEXT WEEK. 





Three Set Papers will Be Read Before the 
National Association of Life Under- 
writers at Baltimore. 





Secretary Fred. B. Mason, of the National 
Association of Life Underwriters, has sent 
out an announcement concerning the annual 
convention at Baltimore, October 13-15. The 
official headquarters will be at the Hotel Ren- 
nert. The sessions will be held in the Y. M. 
C. A. hall, a half block from the hotel. Dur- 
ing the progress of the convention papers will 
be presented by the following: 

E. D. Y. Culbertson of Des Moines, Iowa, 
district agent for Central Iowa of the Provi- 
dent Life & Trust Company of Philadelphia, 
“The Field Man: His Loyalty to Obliga- 
tions;” Louis N. Geldert of Atlanta, Ga., 
editor of the Insurance Herald: “The 
Geographical Distribution of Life Insurance ;” 
John Tatlock, associate actuary the Mutual 
Life Insurance Company of New York, and 
secretary of the Actuarial Society of America, 
“The Recent Actuarial Congress: A Review 
of the Topics Discussed Thereat Which Are 
of Interest to Those Engaged in the Field 
Work of Life Insurance.” 

The banquet, which will close the conven- 
tion, will be served at the Rennert on the 
evening of the last day. 





JOHN HANCOCK MUTUAL’S INVESTMENT 





Three Million Dollar Loan Placed by This Com- 
pany on Boston Property—Marks Some- 
thing of a Departure. 





The placing of a loan of $3,000,000 at four 
per cent on a prospective business block in 
Boston by the John Hancock Mutual Life 
will attract widespread attention among 
financiers and life insurance men, first, because 
it represents something of a departure from 
the company’s general policy of investment, 
and, second, because it calls attention to the 
growing importance of this institution a a 
financial factor. 

The loan referred to was placed on a block 
of buildings in Boston, located on land the 
assessed value of which is $2,500,000. These 
buildings will be torn down and a huge new 
department store erected, at a cost of be- 
tween six and seven million dollars. The 
John Hancock, as stated, has agreed to ad- 
vance $3,000,000 on a mortgage at four per 
cent. This is the largest single loan on real 
estate ever placed in Boston. One-half the 
sum is already advanced, and the balance 
will be paid during reconstruction. 

It is of particular interest in connection with 
this loan to note that the company is able 
to make it without displacing any of its 
present investments, notwithstanding the fact 
that it has just expended $1,300,000 in the 
purchase of new office building extensions, 
this sum likewise being invested without any 
change in present securities. This fact gives 
some idea as to the surplus funds at the dis- 
posal of this flourishing Boston company. 

The policy of the John Hancock heretofore 
has been to place its mortgage investments 
niainly in the West, where good rates of in- 
terest prevail. On this account the company 
has taken high rank in the rate of its interest 
earnings as compared with other companies. 
Nevertheless the expense of handling many 
small loans of this character is quite large. 
In placing $3,000,000 at four per cent the 





company follows the example of other leading 
companies in putting their investments on 
secure city property, where the cost of handling 
is not so large. 





AGENCY IS NOW ESTABLISHED. 


The Illinois Life has now its Metropolitan 
agency started in Chicago at 122 La Salle 
street, with Myron G. Lamb as manager. The 
Illinois Life is building this agency, no doubt, 
from the ground floor, as it has paid no par- 
ticular attention to Chicago affairs during the 
last two or three years, devoting its efforts 
to country business. With the growth of the 
company and the reputation it has established, 
its management believes that there is a chance 
for it to achieve results in Chicago. The plan 
is to get this agency writing $200,000 a month. 
Later on another branch office may be estab- 
lished. 





WILL OPEN AN OFFICE IN CHICAGO, 





Columbian National Life of Boston Appoints 
Franklin W. Ganse, a Well-Known At- 
torney, as Its Manager. 





The Columbian National Life of Boston 
will soon open an office in Chicago and begin 
active operations in that city and in Illinois. 
The manager will be Franklin W. Ganse, an 
attorney in the Stock Exchange building, who 
is a brother-in-law of Vice-President Wood- 
bridge of the company. The Columbian Na- 
tional has been making steady strides in New 
England and the eastern field, and has been 
gradually working its way westward. It is 
a company that will be heard from in the 
future. 





FEDERAL AGENCY COMPANY IN WISCONSIN. 


The Federal Agency Company of Milwaukee, 
general agent for Wisconsin for the Federal 
Life of Chicago, has been doing remarkably 
well for an agency in a new field. Although 
President Aitken had had no experience in 
the life insurance business when the agency 
was started, he succeeded in writing last year 
nearly $750,000 of business. The company 
uses a modification of the board plan in se- 
curing business, placing stock with men who 
influence business. This way of working is 
said to be entirely legal. 





PITTSBURG LIFE & TRUST CONTRACTS, 





How the Company Deals With Its Agents— 
All Side Issue Men Are Entirely 
Eliminated. 





The Pittsburg Life & Trust is offering 
agents very attractive contracts in the ordinary 
‘department. The contracts are between the 
company itself and the agent, there being no 
general agents. If adhered to in the printed 
form, they should eliminate the “side-issue” 
men, as they provide that the agent “shall act 
exclusively as agent for said first party and as 
such shall devote his entire time, talents and 
energies to its business.” The compensation is 
based on policies having a distribution period 
of fifteen years or more. On ten-year distrib- 
tion. the first year’s commission is five per 
cent less; and on five-year, 10 per cent less. 
The company offers two contracts. One calls 
for 40 per cent on life, twenty-payment life 
and twenty-year endowment policies; 35 per 
cent on fifteen-payment life and fifteen-year 
endowments, and 30 per cent on ten-payment 
life. If the new settled business amounts to 

20,c00 in any twelve consecutive months, one 
renewal of 15 per cent will be paid; $25,000, 
one 15 and one 10; for each additional $5,000 
over $25,000 up to $50,000, one additional re- 
newal of 5 per cent; and for each additional 
$10,000 over $50,000 up to $100,000, an addi- 





tional renewal of 5 per cent. An agent writ- 
ing $100,000 or more in a year, therefore, 
would get as renewals one 15, one 10 and ten 
5’s. Under the other contract the first year’s 
commission is 50 per cent on life and twenty- 
payment life; 45 on fifteen-payment life; 4o 
on ten-payment life and twenty-year endow- 
ment, and 35 on fifteen-year endowment poli- 
cies. The renewals run from one 5 for $20,- 
oco to nine 5’s for $100,000 written in one year. 
“It is understood and agreed that the renewal 
commissions earned under this contract are 
nonforfeitable, either in the event of the said 
second party leaving the company, or 
in the event of his death.” There is provision, 
however, that the agent loses all renewals by 
reason of any defalcation on his part. ~ 





PERKINS’ TALK ON A-LIFE COMPANY. 





Tells What Conservatism and Progressiveness 
Mean in the Development of an Insur- 
ance Corporation. 





George W. Perkins, in his address’ before 
the Two Hundred Thousand Dollar Club of 
the company, said in part: 


“To conduct a business on progressive yet 
conservative lines is the ambition of all broad- 
minded business men. The difficulties sur- 
rounding such an effort are legion. In the 
first place it is a very nice question to deter- 
mine what is true conservatism and what is 
true progress. It is even a nicer question to 
determine whether a progressive policy in any 
given calling is a conservative policy, or a con- 
servative policy a progressive policy. 

“If there is one business which, over and 
above all others, should be conservatively 
managed, it is life insurance, for it deals with 
the unknown future; it protects the home, 
accumulates with the years against old age, 
safeguards the widow, educates the children. 
Ii should take no risks with the risks it takes. 

“The annual deposits that a man makes with 
his life insurance company are more or less in 
the nature of a permanent investment—more 
or less beyond his personal control; while the 
deposits he makes with a savings bank are 
within his daily control. 

“The trust reposed in a life insurance com- 
pany is of a far more sacred character than 
any other in the financial world. The most 
cautious, far-sighted, conservative policy is, 
therefore, justly demanded by the insuring 
public. 

“Such a requirement as this on the one 
hand, coupled with the idea of aggressive 
progress on the other, would seem to be more 
unattainable in life insurance than in any 
other business; and yet it is this very goal 
that life insurance idealists have sought to 
attain for more than half a century because 
the most profound students of the business 
have known that to obtain the best results for 
the holders of policies in a given life insurance 
company, that company should keep increas- 
ing its business while decreasing its expenses ; 
should improve its mortality experience while 
broadening its base of operations; should im- 
prove and liberalize its policy contracts, while 
keeping well within the lines of safety ; should 
invést its money in the safest and best securi- 
ties, and yet secure the best possible rates of 
interest; for a life insurance company, if it is 
not conservative in the selection of its risks, 
can soon acquire a high death-rate, and lose 
money for its policyholders in that way; or in 
the strife to secure new business the manage- 
ment can pay a great deal more than the busi- 
ness is worth, and money can be lost in that 
way; or it can invest’ its money in securities 
of a more or less questionable character, and 
in the long run lose money in that way; or it 
can invest its money in securities of such a 
very high order that they return low rates of 
interest, which works to the detriment of the 
policyholders through small dividend re 
turns. 

“To be conservative in the selection of risks 
and yet do a large business; to do a large busi 
ness and yet not pay too much for it; to mak: 
safe investments and yet have them yield ; 
fair return, is to be conservative and yet pro 
gressive. 

“There is no branch of the life insuranc: 
business that does not demand conservativ: 
management, and yet if you would have th: 
ideal policyholders’ company there is 1 





October 8, 1903. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 


17 








branch of the business that does not demand 
progressive management; neither can you sep- 
arate one branch of the business from another 
and manage it strictly by itself and have the 
best results. All branches must go hand in 
hand together, if you would work out the 
idea of mutuality in its best results. If you 
would have the medical organization of a life 
insurance company, engaged in selecting risks, 
so situated that it can be perfectly independent 
and exercise its best judgment freely and un- 
trammeled, you must have an agency organi- 
zation that will give it the largest possible 
amount of new business, so that your medical 
organization will feel perfectly free to decline 
applicant A, make a counter offer to appli- 
cant B, or accept applicant C, absolutely on 
the merits of the respective cases; for if you 
have a small, thin stream of new business 
coming in, the business management of the 
company is apt to constantly crowd the med- 
ical management to take what are called ‘bor- 
der-line’ risks, which always show a_ high 
mortality. 

“And again, in the matter of expenses in 
securing business; if you would get a low ex- 
pense ratio you must have the largest possible 
amount of new business to offset the ordinary 
fixed charges that pertain to any life insur- 
ance company’s organization. 

“And again, if you would invest the policy- 
holders’ money in the safest and yet the most 
remunerative investments you must have a 
large amount of it to invest; you must be in 
a position to command the markets of the 
world; to pick and to choose as to what you 
will take and what you will not take. In 
short, a life insurance company ‘only reaches 
the point where it can operate to the best pos- 
sible advantage to its members when it is so 
large that all its departments operate hand in 
glove with one another and yet with perfect 
independence within themselves. 

“Fifteen or twenty years ago the difficulties 
that beset the managers of the large life insur- 
ance companies of that period were to get this 
uniformity of action in their companies as a 
whole, and yet independent action in the sev- 
eral departments of their companies. 

“The public at that time thought the life 
companies large; they wondered how they 
could do any more business than they 
were doing; how they could possibly in- 
vest to advantage any larger sums of 
money than they then had for investment. 
The students of the business, the far- 
sighted thinkers, knew differently; they real- 
lized that the business was at that time 
really in its most dangerous stage. The com- 
panies were neither small nor great. They 
had too much money for ordinary investments 
and not enough money to command invest- 
ments. Their agency organizations were not 
large enough to exactly dictate terms to the 
home office management, nor were they large 
enough for the home office management to be 
perfectly independent and name terms to its 
agents. The medical branch of the business 
was not sufficiently equipped in any of its vari- 
ous requirements to deal in a strong, yet pro- 
gressive way with the business received from 
day to day.” 





OLMSTED’S FINE SHOWING. 


While attending the meeting of the agency 
association of the National Life of Vermont, 
George H. Olmsted, head of the Ohio and 
Indiana state agency, secured at the home 
fice a statement of business, death losses, 
ete. of Olmsted Brothers & Co.’s agency 
‘or ten years, as compared with that of the 
ompany, which is not only interesting, but 
nost gratifying to him. In 1893 the agency 

as fifteen years old and had a little over 
‘7,000,000 in force. At the end of 1902 it 
ad almost twice as much business in force. 








NIAGARA FALLS. 


When you go East, do not fail to go 
; by way of the Michigan Central, “The 
| Niagara Falls Route,” and include in your 
| way the Detroit River and Niagara Falls. 
They are two sights to be matched no- 
where else, and long to be remembered. 
Drop a postal card to Jos. S. Hall, D. P. 
A., Detroit, for a descriptive folder. 











During the ten years the average ratio of 
death losses to mean amount of insurance in 
ferce was 7.19 per cent. In the same time 
the ratio for the company was 9.47 per cent 
and for all companies 12.98 per cent. By 
reason of this low ratio the Olmstead agency 
saved the company in ten years $237,544, 
which it would have had to pay in death 
losses if the ratio in the agency had been the 
same as for the whole company. If the com- 
pany’s ratio had been as low as that of the 
Olmsted agency it would have saved the 
company $2,000,000 in claims in that time. 
The chief medical director of the company 
attributes the low ratio to an excellent class 
of agents, well trained and not crowded to 
write more than they can legitimately, and 
to the fact that this agency writes policies of 
smaller average size than those issued by the 
company at large. 
++ ++ 
VERY OFTEN THE CASE. 


The Kansas City Journal in a recent article 
says: 

“A few years after the civil war B. H. 
Ingram was agent at Sedalia for a Milwaukee 
life insurance company. At about that time 
the company raised the limit of its assured to 
$50,000, and asked Mr. Ingram to write a few 
policies for that sum. The president of the 
company offered to make liberal terms to five 
men whom Mr. Ingram might select. He 
chose Col. A. D. Jaynes, Capt. John M. Speed, 
John R. Barrett, John T. Heard and Maj. 
Richard H. Melton. All of these agreed to be 
insured, and Mr. Ingram forwarded their 
papers. A few days later he received word 
from the head office that Janes, Sneed and 
Barrett had been accepted, but that Heard and 
Melton had been rejected. He tried hard to 
get Heard and Melton accepted, but the com- 
pany postively refused, saying they had physi- 
cal disabilities that made them bad risks. The 
result shows what keen foresight insurance 
men sometimes display, and also illustrates the 
uncertainty of human life. The president of 
the company, the examining surgeon, the man 
who wrote the policies, and the three men 
who were accepted are now all dead, but Mr. 
Heard and Major Melton, the two ‘ ‘bad risks,” 
are still living and enjoying good health at a 
green old age. Mr. Heard is at Sedalia, and 
has served his district in Congress. Major 
Melton resides at Clinton. 

+e ++ 
TRAVELERS AT CINCINNATI. 

William V. Holley, manager of the Trav- 
elers at Cincinnati, is adding new agents to his 
force at a rapid rate. When he assumed his 
present position, about a year ago, the com- 
pany had only two or three agents in Cin- 
cinnati and was getting but a small amount 
of new business. Now it has about seventy 
agents and brokers, who turn in business at 
the office, and the premium income on new 
business is nearly ten times what it was a 
year ago. 

++ ++ 
HAS A LARGE MEMBERSHIP. 

The $200,000 club of the New York Life 
now has 202 members. The United States, 
Canada, West Indies and Mexico are divided 
into nine different departments, each with its 
set of officers. The year of the club runs 
from July 1 to July 1. Last year the mem- 
bers of this club produced $51,503,380 in busi- 
ness. 





LIFE NOTES. 


T. M. Wells has taken the agency of the 
Massachusetts Mutual Life at Negaunee, Mich. 


George Kent, formerly with the Canada 
Life at Cleveland, is now with the company 
at Cincinnati. 


J. E. Reau of Marquette, Mich., is the new 
district agent for the Equitable Life in upper 
peninsula territory. 


The firm of Reeve & Thorsen, managers of 
the Prudential at Chicago, will dissolve part- 
nership. C. H. Reeve will continue the office 
in the Marquette building, while Mr. Thorsen 


will have a separate office, 
rribune building. 


very likely, in the 
Robert Weyder, formerly superintendent of 

the Western & Southern at Dayton, is now 

superintendent at Ironton, O. 


The Mutual Benefit wrote more than twice 
as much business in Ohio in the September 
just passed than in the same month in 1902. 


Louis Stentz, special agent for some years 
of the Union Central at Cincinnati, has be- 
come superintendent of the Western & South- 
ern at Columbus. 


Manager E. A. Bennett of the Fidelity Mu- 
tual Life; in Illinois, has started a contest 
among his agents in honor of Dr. Philpot, 
the agency manager. 


F. H. Taylor, formerly general agent of the 
Mutual Life of Kentucky at Louisville, has 
become special agent of the Travelers at the 
Cincinnati branch office. 


J. J. Shipley, who has been with the Canada 
Life at Cleveland for some time, has given up 
life insurance work and gone back to the 
Cuyahoga Telephone Company. 


George C. Webb of Pittsburg, connected 
with the Reliance Life, will take the general 
agency of the Inter State of Indiana for sev- 
= counties, with headquarters at Indianap- 
olis 


Oliver W. Perrin, who last year specialized 
in acturial courses at the University ‘of Michi- 


gan, has been made agency actuary for the 
Northwestern Mutual, with headquarters in 
Detroit. 


The Life Underwriters Association of Co- 
lumbus, O., held its first meeting of the sea- 
son October 3. Although the attendance 
was rather small, a very pleasant meeting was 
held. No business of moment was transacted. 


The Western & Southern’s ordinary business 
for the third quarter of the year, while not 
showing the usual increase in the number 
of policies issued, shows a more than usual 
increase in the amount of new premiums. The 
company is making a drive for quality rather 
than quantity in both branches. 


The Canada Life Assurance Company has 
removed from the Widdicomb Building to the 
Houseman in Grand Rapids, occupying larger 
offices. Manager Swift has added L. E. Har- 
_— J. H. Slingerland, J. J. Mackey and 

E. Wolcott to his local staff. The company 
as from five to ten active solicitors at work 
in western Michigan territory, and will write 
one million dollars of business in that field 
this year. 





DEVELOPING ITS FIELD. 

The Travelers is appointing agency. super- 
intendents to develop the field already occu- 
pied by general agents and managers who 
have not the time to give to active field work. 
It is stated that the company has derived ex- 
cellent results from its organization of the 
New York field. The appointment of E. D. 
Boldman of Pittsburg, to more thoroughly 
organize Ohio, West Virginia and western 
Pennsylvania, will no doubt prove of great 
advantage in those States. There is consid- 
erable territory even in these older places that 
is not organized. 





Herbert E. Spafford will look after the 
United States Health & Accident Company’s 
business at Cadillac, Mich. 











ACCIDENT SPECIAL. 


WANTED— Bright man, thorough- 
ly posted in the accident department, 
to take charge of Louisville, Ky., 
office and surrounding territory. 
Must be able 'o instruct new agents, 
and be a producer. Guaranteed sal- 
ary. Address “ENERGETIC,” Care 
THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER, 
Cincinnati, O. 
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AMONG THE GASUALTY MEN. 


PROFIT IN THE COUPON BUSINESS. 





Several Accident Companies Now Have Special 
Departments to Look After This Par- 
ticular Feature 





Those who have studied the coupon business 
of personal accident companies regard it as 
a very profitable branch. It consists in issu- 
ing small policies for registry and identifica- 
tion companies or polices which newspapers 
give out with subscriptions and the like. The 
cost of these policies run from $3 to $5 a year, 
and while the premiums are small, if sufficient 
volume can be secured it no doubt will prove 
profitable. Some cost the promoters about 
eight cents each. This branch is regarded as 
a great advertisement for the company, as 
hundreds of people take these small policies 
through the registry companies. The Union 
Casualty had a_ regular coupon department 
which furnished policies to these different con- 
cerns. It was in charge of W. S. Cluff, former 
general manager of the company, who is now 
located at Chicago. Special forms of policies 
are gotten up for each of these companies, 
each being somewhat different from the other. 
The indemnity granted is about the same as 
the double benefits on the ordinary accident 
policy. The old accident policy with straight 
benefits cost $20 a year. By the addition of 
$5 to the premium, double benefits are ex- 
tended covering accidents received while in or 
on a common carrier, burning hotel and thea- 
ter and in elevators, etc. Accident managers 
claim that this extra $5 premium has been 
very profitable to the companies and the reg- 
istry companies have therefore used it as a 
straight policy in their line. 





THOMAS BECOMES SOLE MANAGER. 

Thomas & Miller, Illinois general agents 
of the Bankers Surety at Chicago, have dis- 
solved partnership, and George K. Thomas 
has become sole manager. Mr. Mills, who 
was formerly outside man for the American 
Surety in the same city, has not yet made a 
new connection, but is negotiating with a com- 
pany for a general agency. 

++ ++ 

GET TITLE GUARANTY & TRUST COMPANY. 

D. W. Burrows & Co. of Chicago have been 
appointed Illinois managers of the bonding 
department of the Title Guaranty and Trust 
Company of Scranton, Pa. This company has 
increased its capital and is expanding its 
agency plant all over the county. Burrows 
& Co. are Illinois managers for the liability 
department of the A=tna Life. The appoint- 
ment of the Scranton company shows the 
tendency of such institutions to seek large 
fire insurance agencies in Chicago. The bond- 
ing branch of the Burrows agency will be in 
charge of E. M. McKinney, who was con- 
nected with the fidelity and surety branch of 
Conkling, Price & Webb of Chicago, the man- 
agers of the U. S. Fidelity and Guaranty 
Company. 

++ ++ 
CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 


OHIO. 


Atna Indemnity—Gideon T. Stewart, Harland 
L. Stewart and Ralph 8S. Leonard, Norwalk 

American Surety—-Le Mear H. Mason, Cincin- 
nati. 

Central Accident—Carl H. Koss, Canal Dover. 

Employers Liability—James 8S. Porter, Galli- 
polis; C. M. Stewart, Cambridge; M. J. Reese, 
Newark; William K. Greenbank, Woodsfield; 
Chas. E. Moore, Marietta. 

Fidelity & M. Heaton & Co., 
‘Piqua; Frank Skinner, Morrow; H. 8S. Wall- 
— & Co., Toledo; John H. McConnell, Al- 
liance. 

General Accident—R. P. Pumphrey, Delaware; 
Nathan Woodward, Columbus. 

National Surety—Chas. 8. Cock, Canton. 

New Amsterdam Casualty—Frank 8S. King, 
Steubenville. 

North American Accident—H. J. Klevorn, Del- 





phos; Joseph Andres, Sandusky; Geo. W. Griffin, » 


Fayette; J. UH. Cothran, Napoleon; 8S. A. Hess, 





Findlay; I. G. Dalrymple, Steubenville; R. B. 
Smith, Wellston: O. A. Brewer, Mendon; Dr. 
Arthur Winter, Youngstown; J. S. Sanders, Pe 
amisburg ; P. H. Keane, Oak Harbor; J. H. 
fries, New Lexington; Geo. Altenburger, Otto. 
ville; J. A. Marburger, Commercial Point. 
Philadelphia Casualty—F. K. Bowles, Miamis- 
burg; Arthur M. Wanamaker, Edgerton; Hugh E. 
Pearce, Kenton. 

Standard L. & A.—Burton L. Dukes, Findlay; 
. F. Cockayne, Tiffin; W. A. Romich, Barber- 
ton. 

Union Casualty & Surety—M. L. Kinsey, Troy. 
Uz Casualty—Harvey N. Arnold, Greenville; 
Almon Bradford, Cedarville; V. J. Hills, Dayton. 
U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty—H. J. Kingdom, 
Conneaut; F. W. Woods, Medina; C. E. Robuck, 
West Union; S. M. Frayer, Jefferson. 

U. 8. Health & Accident—Blume & Blume, 
Lima, 
INDIANA. 

United States Seam & Accident—Claude F. 

Richards, Rockpo 
Fidelity & Casualty —Edw in B. Cubberly, Ander- 


on. 
'Travelers—Peter K. Morrison & Co., Muncie. 
‘ Union Casualty & Surety—O. P. Turner, Colum- 
us. 
, MICHIGAN. 
American Surety—T. G. Baillie, Saginaw. 
Federal Union ee. Ind.—C. A. Ward, Ann 
Arbor; L. E. Wood, Niles. 
. Hartford Steam Boiler—J. Darling, Chicago, III. 
Maryland Cas.—G. B. Seymour, Detroit; W. V. 
Capron, Frankfort. 
New Amsterdam Cas.—M. N. Petit, Port Hu- 


ron. 

Union Cas. & Surety—A. J. Young, Escanaba. 

U. S. Health & Accident—M. S. Gregory, Ann 
Arbor; W. J. Adams, Detroit; A. Rosoff, Detroit ; 
H. J. Spinney, Flint. 

U. S. Cas.—J. R. Blanchard, Clinton; E. M. 
Tabor, Detroit; James Sheldon, McBain. 

American Mutl. Aid, Mich.—A. M. Griffith, 
Kalamazoo; H. Lymbun, Port Huron; H. J. 
Breeze, Port Huron. 

American Annuity, Mich.—M. J. Stern, Detroit ; 
J. M. Blakely, Detroit. 

Fidelity Acc. & Protective, Mich.—N. W. Whit- 
beck, Hillsdale; C. B. ormick; Lansing; M. 
G. Bryant, Morenci; A. G. Jackson, Millington ; 
Cc. E. Waller, Quincy; P. E. Baker, Saginaw ; 
E. M. Southard, Saginaw; F. A. Bushey, Saginaw ; 
Wm. Le Duce, Schaffer. 

Mich. Health & Acc.—I. E. Griffin, Cadillac; 
Pat’k MacKinnon, Port Huron. 

National Protective, Mich.—C. 0. Bailey, “Ann 
Arbor; Frank Allen, Bellaire; C. F. Crosby, Cadil- 
we LE: Cc. Van Vlerah, Cadillac ; L. F. Hall, Flint ; 

Berner, Luther : H. L. Hall, Owosso ; Ww. 
BA Traverse City; G. W. Thomas, Traverse 
City; G. H. Chase, Traverse City. 

Peninsular Accident, Mich—F. A. Murphy, 
Spencer. 

Preferred Hospital & Acc., Mich.—T. M. Brock- 
way, Harbor Springs. 

Standard Benefit Assn., Mich.—Elno Writ, Alba ; 
Ed Wood, Bay City ; Chas. Wahl, Caro; Wm. Ger- 
mond, East Jordan: Fay Batterbee, East Jordan ; 
E. D. Hazen, Munising ; Chas. Smith, Petoskey ; 
Cc. B. Morden, Pigeon; T. H. Looseman, Pigeon ; 
Elmer Stevens, Vassar. 


++ ++ 
MCCLELLAND TAKES GENERAL AGENCY. 


T. J. McClelland has accepted the general 
agency of the Standard Accident of Detroit 
for the western half of Ohio, taking the posi- 
tion made vacant by the resignation of C. A. 
Prycé, who has the state agency of the Union 
Casualty. Mr. McClelland, who has been en- 
gaged in the local work in Kansas City, Mo., 
will make his headquarters with Wikoff Bros. 
in the Wyandotte building, Columbus, O. 

++ ++ 
SEEKS LARGELY SMALL POLICIES. 

The United States Health and Accident is 
paying almost exclusive attention to its small 
policy business in Illinois. E. W. Tillotson, 
who is the Chicago manager, states that he 
finds the small policy department the most 
profitable to work. The company allows the 
agent to retain $4 of the policy fee until he 
has written ten applications per month, after 
which he will retain all of the fee. He also 
retains 10 per cent where he makes collec- 
tions. 

++ ++ 


VIVA LA OVERMAN & CO! 

One of the most elaborate and most appre- 
ciated agency entertainments was given last 
week by Harry W. Overman & Co. of Chi- 
cago, the Illinois and Indiana managers of the 
Maryland Casualty. Several of the leading 
local agents of the company were invited to 
Chicago at the time‘of the centennial, and the 
guests were at the mercy of Overman & Co. 
on September 30. The entertainment consisted 
of tallyho rides, a Dutch lunch at the Bismarck 
Garden, the witnessing of aquatic sports in 

Lincoln Park and banquet at the Victoria, 





concluding with a concert at the Coliseum. 
The guests voted H. W. Overman and Charles 
A. White the best fellows in the land, and 
pledged the firm to assist in writing $250,000 
in business during 1903. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 


Frank A. Hutchison has associated himself 
with the Wikoff Bros. of Columbus, O., in the 
casualty and surety business. 


Roswell Bills & Co. get the Title Guarantee 
& Trust Company at Peoria, Ill., and J. 
Bastert & Co. at Quincy, and Adams & Rick- 
ertat, Joliet. 


South of the Ohio river the Travelers will 
write health insurance in no cities or towns 
of less than 5,000 inhabitants and in cities of 
larger size only when they contain a resident 
agent and medical examiner of the company. 
There, as elsewhere, health insurance is written 
by the company only in connection with acci- 
dent or life insurance. 


The Northern Accident Company of 
Menominee, Mich., has been examined by the 
Michigan department. The report shows the 
income up to August 17, 1903, had been $23,- 
428 and the disbursements $23,024. The ad- 
mitted assets are $8,686; unpaid claims, proofs 
not yet given, $1,120. The association has 
4,500 members and $1,594,500 of insurance in 
orce. 


J. S. Mossgrove, general agent of the Amer- 
ican Surety of New York, has just written 
the largest bond ever placed by a surety com- 
pany in Franklin county, Ohio. The bond is 
for Mrs. Sarah J. Huntington, administrator 
of the estate of her husband, Benjamin M. 
Huntington. -This estate amounts to $165,- 
000, with no debts. As the law of Ohio re- 
quires a bond twice the amount involved, it 
is readily seen that some unusual interest is 
at stake. 





Buss—Monday night the telephone operator 
at the Union Trust building branch office at 
Cincinnati was utterly exhausted. All day 
long the calls had been coming in for the 
Travelers office. Business was normal, and 
there was no unusual excitement in the life 
and accident office. The cause of the unusual 
telephoning was in the liability end of the 
establishment. ’Gene Buss, the liability man- 
ager, had become an ancestor on Sunday, and 
posterity was not a mere child. It was a son. 
The old man spent Monday forenoon deliver- 
ing the glad tidings to a few hundred of his 
friends, and the few thousands more soon 
heard them and called him up to congratu- 
late him. That was all. Buss ought to be 
happy. Than to bea fine fellow, with a fine 
wife and a fine boy, and a fine job with a fine 
company, what more could he ask? 





Big Four Route 


Summer Tourist Line to 


MOUNTAINS, LAKES, 
FOREST and SHORE. 


NEW YORK "ty Depot in the City. 
SLEEPING car Line. BOSTON 


CHICAGO Pree Strictly Modern 

Oni eeates is, ST. LOUIS 

Unequaled Dining Car Service, 
Modern Equipment, 
Fast Schedules. 
Trains leave Cincinnati from Central Union Station 
Morning, Noon, Night. 
Write for Summer Tourist Book. 


WARREN J. LYNCH, W.P. DEPPE, 
Gen’l Pass. & Ticket Agt. Asst. G. FP. & T. A 
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